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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 
For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall  Buildings, 
Hexham, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  requirements, 
I  hav^e  much  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  the  Annual  Medical 
Report  for  your  district  for  the  year  1920.  The  year  has  been 
a  very  difficult  one  from  all  standpoints,  nationally,  socially,  and 
hygienically.  The  shortage  of  labour  and  material  has  influenced 
to  a  marked  extent  the  progress  towards  the  sanitary  standard 
we  had  set  before  us  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  There  has 
been  an  increased  amount  of  infectious  sickness  throughout  the 
district,  the  details  of  which  will  appear  later  in  the  Report. 

Overcrowding  still  is  on  the  increase,  with,  unfortunately, 
very  little  actual  result  to  show  to  counterbalance  it,  though  the 
Council  have  pushed  ahead  with  the  various  Housing  Schemes. 

Each  aspect  of  the  above  will  be  dealt  with  in  detail  in  turn. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Hexham  Rural  District  is  196,809 
acres,  being  the  second  largest  Rural  District  in  England  and 
Wales.  It  is  divided  into  the  following  sub-districts  : — 

Population. 


1911 

1920 

(Census.) 

(Estimated.) 

Allendale 

51,833  acres. 

4,907 

4,625 

Bywell 

46,638  ,, 

6,992 

6,931 

Chollerton 

50,531  „ 

5,380 

5,391 

Hexham 

47,807  „ 

4,608 

4,528 

196,809 

21,887 

21,475 
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Industries. — The  chief  industry  of  the  district  is  agricul¬ 
ture.  Quarrying  is  carried  on  in  several  parts  of  the  district,  of 
stone  both  for  building  and  road  repairing.  In  the  Settlingstones 
district  Barytes  is  mined  and  exported.  Coal  Mining  exists 
chiefly  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Tyne  Valley.  In  the  Allen¬ 
dale  district  Lead  Mining  is  one  of  the  industries  now  becoming 
extinct. 

Physical  Features  of  the  District. — The  Ministry 
of  Health  require  that  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  “shall  give 
the  Physical  Features  of  his  district.”  As  this  was  given  in 
extensive  detail  last  year,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  that  Report,  as 
the  Physical  Features  have  in  no  way  altered  since  the  period 
covered  by  that  Report. 

Rateable  and  Assessable  Values. — The  rateable  value 
of  the  District  is  .^238,981 ,  and  the  assessable  value  is  185,007. 

Poor  Law  Relief. — The  amount  expended  in  Poor  Law 
Relief  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1919,  was,  in 
In-maintenance  ;^1,292  19s.  Od. ;  and  in  Out-relief  £2,22Q  Is  4d, 
being  a  total  of  ^^3,5 13  Os.  4d. 

There  are  no  medical  charities  within  the  area.  The  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary  is  used  as  the  centre,  to  which  the  various 
workmen’s  organisations  contribute  weekly.  This  does  not, 
however,  supply  adequate  accommodation  for  the  area  it  has  to 
serve,  as  is  evidenced  by  its  large  waiting  list.  A  point  of  great 
importance  with  regard  to  it  is  the  difficulty  of  transport  be¬ 
tween  the  various  parts  of  this  district  and  that  Institution. 
The  ambulance  transport  of  the  Royal  Red  Cross  and  Order  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem  has  done  great  and  good  work,  but  this 
is  a  matter  that  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  taken  on  by  the 
State,  as  has  been  done  in  other  respects  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  .Act. 

The  only  Public  Institution  situated  within  the  district  is 
Barrasford  Sanatorium,  which  serves  a  large  area  of  the  North. 
This  Institution  has  been  run  by  a  Representative  Committee, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  have  been  almost  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  Sanatorium  to  be  taken  over  by  the  Newcastle 
Corporation. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figures  for  1920  not  being  to 
hand,  the  rates  given  below  are  calculated  upon  an  estimated 
population  based  upon  last  year’s  figures,  plus  the  rate  of 
natural  increase,  and  gives  21,475. 
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BIRTHS. — Durinp  the  year  1920  there  were  registered  481 
births  in  the  district.  Of  tliese  227  were  males  and  254  females. 
These  figures  include  29  illegitimate  births,  of  which  14  were 
males  and  15  females. 

These  figures  giv'e  an  Uncorrected  Birth-Rate  of  22’3 
per  1000,  as  compared  with  17'2  in  1919. 


The  uncorrected  births  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Subdislrict 

Y  ear 

Legilimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Both 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Aclendalp:  | 

1919 

44 

33 

5 

3 

49 

36 

85 

1920 

57 

48 

2 

2 

59 

50 

109 

( 

Bywell 

( 

1919 

63 

49 

4 

2 

67 

51 

118 

1920 

66 

79 

7 

7 

73 

86 

159 

Chollerton I 
( 

1919 

40 

44 

3 

6 

43 

50 

93 

1920 

49 

53 

3 

3 

52 

56 

108 

Hexham  ! 

( 

1919 

32 

36 

9 

1 

34 

37 

71 

1920 

41 

59 

2 

3 

43 

62 

105 

Totals  - 

( 

1919 

179 

162 

14 

12 

193 

174 

367 

1920 

213 

239 

14 

15 

227 

254 

481 

The  Registrar  General,  through  transferable  births,  gives 
486  births  for  the  year,  giving  a  Corrected  Birth-rate 
of  22'6  per  1000. 


DEATHS. — There  have  been  registered  during  the  year  in 
the  district  251  deaths.  To  these  must  be  added  33  deaths  of 
persons  residing  in  the  district,  but  who  died  elsewhere.  There 
must  also  be  deducted  10  deaths  of  persons  who  belonged  else¬ 
where,  but  who  died  in  the  district. 

From  the  above  figures  the  Nett  death-rate  is  12’6  per 

1,000. 

In  comparing  the  death-rate  with  other  places,  and  with 
England  and  Wales,  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  has  to  be  taken  into  account.  For  instance,  the  average 
age  at  death  of  females  is  greater  than  that  of  males,  and  in 
comparing  the  death-rates  of  any  two  areas  the  one  containing 
a  preponderance  of  women  would  show  a  correspondingly  low 
death-rate,  other  things  being  equal. 
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Of  more  importance,  however,  is  the  age  distribution  of  the 
population. 

The  tendency  to  death  is  greatest  amongst  persons  living 
at  the  extremes  of  life,  i.e.,  among  infants  and  old  people,  and 
a  district  containing  a  large  proportion  at  the  extremes  of  life, 
would  therefore  have  a  correspondingly  high  death-rate,  other 
things  being  equal.  To  overcome  these  discrepancies,  a  “  factor 
for  correction  ”  must  be  obtained  from  the  “  standard  ”  death- 
rate.  The  “  factor  for  correction  ”  for  the  Hexham  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  is  09378.  The  “recorded”  death-rate  is  multiplied  by 
this  factor,  the  resultant  figure  gives  the  “corrected”  death- 
rate,  which  is  11 ‘8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with 
12*27  last  year.  The  chief  causes  of  death  registered  in  the 
district  are  set  out  in  the  following  table,  showing  the  respective 
sub-districts  : — 


Causes  of  Death  registered 
in  the 

Rural  District 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Memb.  Croup 
Influenza 

Pulm.  Tuberculosis 
Other  „ 

Cancer 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
Premature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicides  .. 
Suicides 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 
Ill-Defined  „ 


Certified 

Uncertified 


TOTALS 


Allendale 

i 

Chollerton 

E 

Totals 

(V 

$ 

>> 

ca 

o 

K 

1 

1 

1 

• . . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

. . . 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

14 

. . . 

2 

... 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 

3 

12 

. . . 

2 

1 

3 

. . . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

14 

15 

9 

8 

46 

5 

C 

4 

3 

18 

2 

11 

3 

1 

17 

... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

6 

8 

c 

2 

1 

17 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

15 

21 

13 

18 

67 

8 

9 

9 

2 

28 

57 

82 

54 

40 

233 

4 

J 

4 

7 

18 

Cl 

85 

58 

47 

251 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. — The  nett  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  1  year  is  31.  The  rate  of  Infant  Mortality, 
measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  to  each  thousand  births  registered,  corresponds  to 
64'4,  as  compared  with  57'3  in  the  previous  year. 

The  percentage  of  Infant  Deaths  to  deaths  at  all  ages  is 
ir3,  and  the  Infant  Death-Rate  calculated  per  thousand  of  the 
population  is  14.  Of  these  deaths,  15,  or  nearly  50%,  took 
place  during  the  first  week,  and  20,  or  64'5%,  during  the  first 
four  weeks,  of  life.  The  analysis  of  these  deaths  is  given  in 
Table  IV. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE.— The  so-called  Zymotic 
Death-Rate  is  calculated  upon  the  deaths  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  which  occurred  from  the  following  seven  diseases  : — 
Smallpox,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years  of  age.) 

The  total  number  of  these  is  ; — 

Measles  ...  ...  1, 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1, 

Whooping  Cough  ...  2, 

giving  a  Zymotic  Death-Rate  of  T8  per  thousand. 

SANITAEY  CIRCUMSTik.]SrCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  supply 
several  villages  in  the  Eastern  portion  of  the  district,  including 
Wylam,  Ovingham,  and  part  of  Broomley.  Arrangements 
are  also  completed  for  this  supply  to  be  laid  on  to  Horsley  Wood 
Cottages,  between  Horsley  Village  and  Wylam.  This  supply  is 
highly  satisfactory.  It  has  practically  no  solvent  action  on  lead 
pipes,  and  is  not  exposed  to  any  risk  of  contamination.  The 
gathering  ground  is  on  the  boundary  of  this  district.  The  chief 
reservoirs  are  at  Whittle  Dene,  Hallington,  and  Colt  Crag. 

Stocksfield  (Station  Area). — The  lower  portion  of 
Stocksfield  is  supplied  by  the  Stocksfield  Water  Company.  This 
water  comes  from  Broomley,  whence  it  gravitates  to  the  area  of 
supply.  It  is  a  very  soft  water,  and  is  still  liable  to  intermittent 
surface  pollution. 

Riding  Mill. — This  village  is  supplied  from  a  spring 
situated  to  the  south.  This  is  a  private  supply.  The  water 
runs  in  an  open  channel  for  a  considerable  distance  into  a 
small  reservoir,  whence  it  gravitates  to  the  consumer.  This 
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supply  is  very  prone  to  contamination,  and  is  visibly  polluted 
alter  heavy  rain.  I  have  on  several  occasions  recommended  that 
this  supply  should  be  taken  over.  A  movement  is  on  toot  now 
for  this  supply  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Council,  and  to  deal 
effectiv'ely  with  this  matter.  A  number  of  villas  erected  on  the 
building  estate  are  supplied  by  springs  which  collect  into  a  tank 
and  thence  to  these  houses.  This  supply  would  not  be 
adequate  for  the  whole  village,  and  a  purer  supply  is  required 
here. 

Hedley. — The  supply  for  this  village  is  pumped  from  the 
valley  to  the  north  of  the  village  to  a  reservoir  situated  to  the 
south.  The  supply  is  fairly  good,  but  insufficient  in  quantity 
to  tide  over  any  drought  period. 

Whittonstall. — The  water  supply  for  this  village  is  one 
pump  in  the  middle  of  the  village.  As  there  are  pit  workings 
under  here,  there  is  grave  risk  of  this  supply  petering  out  com¬ 
pletely  at  any  time.  There  is  also  a  spring  at  a  distance  of  at 
least  if-mile  to  the  East  of  the  village,  which  is  extensively 
used.  This  village,  along  with  Hedley,  is  situated  in  the  area 
of  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company,  and  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  Durham  County  Water  Board  is  under  consideration, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  they  acquire  the  powers  they  seek, 
they  will  do  something  to  help  the  water  supply  in  these 
areas. 

CORBRIDGE. — -The  main  village  of  Corbridge,  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  Tyne,  obtains  its  supply  from  Holley 
Hall  Farm  and  Shaw  Well.  This  supply  is  pure,  wholesome, 
plentiful  in  quantity,  and  has  no  action  on  lead  piping.  That 
part  of  the  village  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  is  supplied 
from  the  Snowdrop  Well  and  another  spring.  This  water  is 
very  soft  in  quality,  and  contains  Carbonic  Acid  in  excess,  and 
as  a  result  has  a  definite  action  on  lead  piping  and  also  on  iron 
utensils.  It  was  pointed  out  to  the  local  Parish  Council  how 
this  should  be  treated,  but  they  elected  to  do  nothing  in  the 
matter,  and  so  the  condition  remains. 

Colwell. — This  village  is  supplied  by  a  spring  on  the  side 
of  the  Hexham  road.  The  quality  and  quantity  have  so  fat- 
given  no  ground  for  complaint. 

Great  WtilTTiNCXON- — The  source  is  a  spring  situated 
to  the  north-west  of  the  village,  and  is  collected  in  a  reservoir 
near  the  school.  It  is  served  through  stand  pipes,  and  is  satis¬ 
factory  in  every  way,  and  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  supply, 
which  had  to  be  carried  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
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Wall. — This  village  has  an  excellent  water  supply.  It 
comes  from  springs  situated  to  the  north-east  of  the  village, 
passes  to  a  covered-in  reservoir,  thence  to  the  consumer.  It  is 
of  excellent  quality  and  suffic'ent  quantity. 

Barrasford. — This  village  is  supplied  by  a  spring  to  the 
south  of  the  whinstone  quarry.  This  is  collected  into  a  tank 
and  gravitates  to  the  consumers.  It  is  pure  and  plentiful. 

Gunnerton. — This  village  is  supplied  from  a  spring  near 
the  burn-side.  It  goes  direct  from  the  spring  to  a  chamber  fitted 
with  a  tap.  It  is  of  good  quality  and  of  ample  quantity.  There 
are  also  a  number  of  private  wells  and  springs. 

SiMONBURN. — The  supply  for  here  comes  from  a  spring  on 
the  north-Avest  of  the  village,  and  is  led  by  pipes  to  the  con¬ 
sumers’  premises.  This  is  a  private  supply.  There  have  been 
no  complaints  regarding  this  water,  either  in  respect  of  quantity 
or  quality. 

Anick. — This  supply  is  privately  owned.  It  is  a  spring  on 
the  north  side  of  the  village.  There  have  never  been  any  com¬ 
plaints  of  this  water. 

Acomb. — This  supply  comes  from  Silver  Hill,  and  is  aug¬ 
mented  near  the  reservoir  by  a  supply  drawn  from  Salmon’s 
Well,  on  the  road-side,  beside  the  farm  of  that  name.  The 
Silver  Hill  supply  is  of  excellent  quality,  but  in  the  summer  the 
quantity  is  short.  These  two  supplies  are  collected  in  a  reservoir, 
and  gravitate  to  the  consumers.  Extensive  works  are  being 
carried  out  at  Silver  Hill  to  augment  the  supply,  a  drift  being 
driven  into  the  hill  under  the  supervision  of  a  water  engineer,  who 
expects  the  results  will  well  justify  the  expenditure  incurred. 
The  work  is  still  under  way  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Newton. — This  is  a  supply  direct  from  the  spring  through 
pipes  to  the  consumers.  The  quality  is  good,  but  the  supply  is 
still  insufficient. 

OviNGTON. — This  supply  comes  from  springs  situated  in  a 
field  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  village.  There 
have  been  several  complaints  about  this  water,  and  analysis 
shows  it  to  be  liable  to  surface  pollution.  The  collecting  tank 
is  situated  in  a  position  which  lays  it  open  to  surface  water,  and 
requires  attention.  It  is  supplied  to  the  consumers  through 
stand-pipes  in  the  roadway,  and  is  sufficient  in  quantity. 

Horsley. — This  village  has  one  pump  on  the  side  of  the 
main  road,  in  the  centre  of  the  village.  There  has  been  no 
question  of  the  quality  of  this  supply,  and  the  quantity  is  well 
maintained.  There  are  also  some  private  wells. 
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Blanchland. — The  supply  for  this  village  comes  from  a 
spring  near  the  quarry  on  Hotburn  Hill.  It  is  piped  to  a  reser¬ 
voir  beside  the  village,  whence  it  gravitates  to  the  consumers. 
It  is  a  private  supply,  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  sufficient 
quantity. 

Humshaugh. — This  supply  comes  from  springs  lying  to 
the  north-west  of  the  village,  which  discharge  into  a  reservoir, 
whence  it  gravitates  to  the  houses  supplied.  It  is  very  pure. 
The  quantity  here  is  not  excessive. 

Haydon  Bridge. — This  village  is  supplied  from  springs 
near  Nubbock,  with  a  reservoir  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Elring- 
ton  Hall.  Since  last  year  an  additional  supply  has  been  con¬ 
nected  up  from  Elrington  Hall  supply.  This  has,  for  the  first 
time  for  years,  kept  the  reservoir  full.  It  has  also  reduced  the 
hardness  from  11°  to  65°.  The  Parochial  Committee  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  their  action  in  this  matter,  by  which  they  have 
acquired  a  perfect  supply  at  a  very  low  cost. 

Fourstones  and  Newdrough. — Part  of  Fourstones  is 
supplied  by  a  spring  on  Frankham  Farm.  This  supplies  Kiln 
Cottages  and  Station  Cottages  and  premises.  Fourstones  Farm 
and  cottages  are  supplied  by  a  spring  situated  to  the  north  of 
the  farm.  The  Newhrough  School  area,  along  with  Butt  Bank 
Cottages,  are  supplied  from  a  spring  situated  to  the  north  of  the 
school  premises.  This  is  a  good  supply,  and  fairly  adequate  in 
quantity.  The  main  portion  of  Newbrough  Village  is  supplied 
from  a  spring  on  the  Newbrough  Hall  Estate,  which  gives  a 
pure  and  plentiful  supply.  The  few  houses  at  Low  Stonecroft 
are  supplied  from  the  spring  at  Low  Stonecroft  House. 

Allendale. — This  village  is  at  present  supplied  from 
springs  situated  on  Park-gates  Farm.  This  is  collected  in  a 
reservoir  and  passes  on  to  Allendale,  and  thence  to  Catton  and 
Thornley  Gate.  On  the  former  extension  there  is  situated 
another  reservoir  on  Hope  Farm,  with  the  intention  of  giving 
an  uninterrupted  supply  to  the  Catton  portion.  This  supply  has 
proved  totally  inadequate,  and  a  scheme  was  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  before  the  war,  to  take  in  springs 
from  the  Park  Allotments,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley,  to 
augment  the  existing  supply.  On  account  of  the  war,  this 
scheme  was  hung  up,  and  this  last  summer  witnessed  a  severe 
shortage  of  water,  particularly  at  the  Catton  end  of  the  .  system. 
The  Allendale  Parochial  Committee  have  now  before  the  Ministry 
of  Health  a  scheme  to  bring  water  from  the  Park  Allotments 
across  the  valley  to  join  up  with  the  present  main,  near  Studdon. 
As  this  leaves  Wooley  out,  a  further  scheme  is  proposed  to 


furnish  an  independent  supply  from  “Forrest  Allotment”  to 
Wooley.  A  fjreat  deal  of  delay  has  been  attached  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  scheme  for  the  water  supply  in  this  district,  partly 
unavoidable,  but  in  large  measure  due,  on  the  part  of  the  Paro¬ 
chial  Committee,  to  lack  of  concentration  upon  the  scheme  and 
vacillation  from  one  scheme  to  another.  A  decision  should  be 
made  as  soon  as  possible  and  pushed  with  all  speed,  otherwise 
this  area  will  never  have  an  adequate  supply.  This  is  the  more 
necessary  in  this  district,  as  it  is  essentially  a  holiday  and  health 
resort,  and  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  is  a 
sine  qua  non  under  these  circumstances.  The  original  supply 
for  Catton,  from  the  Sunnyside  spring,  still  exists,  but  is  not 
much  used,  unless  during  shortage  of  the  main  supply. 

Allekheads. — Part  of  this  village  is  supplied  from  Wood- 
head.  This  supply  is  satisfactory,  but  not  excessive  in 
quantity.  There  are  several  separate  wells  and  springs. 

Sealey. — At  present  there  are  several  wells  situated  in  and 
about  this  village,  of  doubtful  (quality  and  uncertain  quantity. 
A  scheme  is  now  being  prepared  to  supply  this  village  from  a 
spring  situated  on  Colpitts  Fell,  and  plans  and  estimates  are 
almost  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
spring  yields  an  estimated  quantity  of  15,000  gallons  per  day, 
and  is  of  great  purity.  It  has  a  slight  solvent  action  upon  lead, 
but  this  can  easily  be  overcome. 

In  such  a  wide-spread  Rural  District  as  this  is,  there  are  of 
necessity  many  houses  which  cannot  be  reached  by  any  organ¬ 
ised  water  supply.  These  must  of  necessity  look  after  them¬ 
selves.  The  most  of  such  houses  have  supplies  of  surface 
origin,  and  of  doubtful  purity.  These  waters  vary  with  the 
seasons,  and  at  times  must  be  grossly  contaminated.  At  Car- 
shield,  on  the  West  Allen,  I  think  something  ought  to  be  done 
to  obtain  a  water  supply.  The  only  one  at  i)resent  is  that 
running  on  the  roadside  from  the  Fell.  There  are  sufficient 
houses  here  to  justify  an  undertaking  of  this  nature,  and  I 
commend  the  idea  for  what  it  is  worth. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Tyne  runs  east  through  the  district  from  a  point 
about  a  mile  above  Hexham,  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
district  below  Wylam.  From  the  point  of  bifurcation  above 
Hexham,  the  North  Tyne  stretches  due  north,  dividing  the 
Chollerton  sub-District  into  almost  equal  halves,  and  the  South 
Tyne  joins  it  from  the  West.  The  River  Allen  joins  the  latter 
at  a  point  about  a  mile  east  of  Bardon  Mill  Station.  The  Allen 


is  made  up  of  the  waters  of  the  East  and  West  Allen  Rivers. 
The  Allen,  and  higher  up,  the  East  Allen,  form  roughly  the  west 
boundary  of  the  southern  part  of  the  Rural  District.  There  are 
several  other  smaller  contributory  streams  both  from  the  north 
and  south,  ultimately  joining  the  Tyne  at  various  parts  of  its 
course. 

To  the  south  side  of  the  district  is  the  River  Derwent, 
which  in  part  of  its  course  forms  part  of  the  southern  boundary 
of  this  district. 

The  main  streams  of  the  area  are  rapid  flowing,  and  do  not 
show  much  evidence  of  sewage  contamination,  but  some  of  the 
smaller  runners  show  evidence  of  this,  particularly  during 
periods  of  drought.  These  will  be  more  fully  dealt  with  in  the 
next  section  of  the  report  under  the  heading  of  Drainage  and 
Sewerage. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Acomb. — The  sewage  system  of  this  village  consists  of  a 
piped  drain  running  down  the  centre  of  the  main  street  and 
discharging  untreated  sewage  into  the  Poison  Burn  (which  name 
is  self-explanatory)  alongside  the  bridge  carrying  the  road  to  the 
village  from  the  Hexhain-Chollerton  Road.  The  terraces  along¬ 
side  the  latter  road  are  undrained,  there  being  no  sewer 
available.  The  condition  of  affairs  has  been  during  the  last  year 
past  expression,  and  have  been  adversely  reported  upon  on 
various  occasions.  A  Committee  of  the  Council  inspected  this 
place  on  the  25th  October,  and  themselves  reported — “  It  is  in 
a  most  abominable  condition  with  filth  and  sewage,  and  a  danger 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.” 

In  a  report  from  the  County  Council,  dated  17th  December, 
this  matter,  amongst  others,  was  dealt  with,  and  the  Rural 
Council  have  been  informed  that  stejis  must  be  taken  to  remedy 
it  before  the  end  of  March,  1921,  otherwise  “a  communication 
will  be  addressed  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.”  If  this  step  had 
been  taken  a  year  or  two  ago  it  might  have  had  a  salutary 
effect  and  been  of  some  assistance,  but  at  present  this  is  quite 
unnecessary.  This  Council  have  had  their  hands  tied,  as  ex¬ 
plained  in  my  report  of  last  year,  and  assistance  was  previously 
asked  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  none  given,  and  only 
by  taking  all  the  preliminary  steps  towards  a  Provisional  Order 
have  the  difficulties  been  overcome,  and  the  lease  for  a  site  for 
Sewage  Works  drawn  up.  Thus,  at  last,  Sewage  W'orks  for 
Acomb  are  a  possibility,  and  the  Engineer  has  been  instructed  to 
carry  on. 
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Allenpai.E. — There  are  two  main  sewer  outlets  discharging? 
into  tlie  River  East  Allen,  in  an  untreated  condition.  There  are 
four  small  sewerage  works  which  deal  with  the  sewerage  from 
different  parts.  These  are  situated  respectively  at  the  north¬ 
west  side  of  Wentworth  Place  ;  at  the  Dene  ;  at  the  Lane  Foot, 
Catton  ;  and  at  the  burn  at  Catton  Village.  A  scheme  was 
sanctioned  in  1913  to  collect  the  sewage  from  Allendale,  and 
treat  it,  but  this  was  suspended  with  the  intention  of  introducing 
a  more  comprehensive  scheme  to  include  Catton,  and  so  reduce 
the  number  of  smaller  works.  This  was  held  up  on  account  of 
the  war,  and  has  never  been  progressed  with.  The  debatable 
point  at  present  is  the  question  of  costs.  The  district  has  an 
e.xpensive  water  scheme  on  hand,  and  those  in  charge  of  the 
ratepayers’  money  feel  that  the  two  schemes  could  not  be  borne 
simultaneously  by  the  parish.  This  is  a  question  that,  fortunately, 
does  not  rest  with  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  decide,  but 
it  behoves  him  to  state  that  this  requires  to  be  sewered  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  present  position  is  bad.  The  River  Allen  is 
polluted  at  each  of  the  outlets  mentioned.  The  present  sewage 
works  are  very  unsatisfactory,  and  do  not  yield  good  effluents. 
The  runner  from  the  Railway  Station  at  Catton  to  the  river  is 
at  times  an  offensive  open  sewer,  caused  primarily  by  the 
effluent  from  the  Creamery  adjoining  the  Station,  and  even  wffien 
the  new  scheme  does  materialise,  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  to 
exclude  injurious  matter  from  this  source  entering  the  sewage 
works. 

The  new  scheme  will  also  have  to  be  made  to  include  the 
road  known  as  the  “  New  Line,”  as  this  road-way  is  sure  to  be 
built  up  before  many  years.  For  a  popular  holiday  and  reputed 
health  resort,  this  district  falls  far  short  of  the  ideal,  and,  from 
the  sanitary  point  of  view,  and  leaving  the  financial  point  aside, 
ought  to  be  attended  to  at  an  early  date. 

I  might  point  out  here  that  the  village  of  Slaley,  with  an 
estimated  population  of  357  persons,  is  undertaking  a  double 
scheme  of  sewage  and  water  supply,  and  it  would  seem  that 
what  357  persons  can  carry  through,  surely  2,030  persons — the 
estimated  population  of  Allendale  Parish — can  also  undertake. 

Bkoomhaugh  and  Riding. — At  present  the  main  sewer 
outlet  is  situated  to  the  north  of  Broomhaugh,  where  untreated 
sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Tyne.  A  scheme  was  sanctioned 
in  1913  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  was  commenced 
in  1915,  but  had  to  be  hung  up  on  account  of  the  war.  Fresh 
application  must  be  made  here  for  additional  funds  to  carry  out 
this  work  owing  to  the  enhanced  cost  of  labour  and  material, 
and  this  ought  to  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Broomley. — The  sewage  from  Broomley  and  Painshaw- 
field  Estate  is  collected  through  two  sets  of  pipes  and  conducted 
to  works  at  Merryshields.  The  effluent  is  on  the  whole  good, 
but  the  west  works  are  overworked,  and  liable  to  flooding.  This 
matter  has  been  reported  upon,  but  no  efficient  steps  are  being 
taken  to  overcome  the  defect. 

Barrasford. — -The  sewage  here  is  collected  into  works  by 
the  side  of  the  North  Tyne  at  Barrasford  Mill.  The  effluent  is 
good. 

Gunnerton. — The  sewage  from  this  village  is  treated  in 
works  situated  on  Gunnerton  Burn,  close  to  the  Demesne 
grounds,  and  discharges  a  clear  effluent  into  the  burn. 

CoRBRiDGE. — Several  sewers  discharge  untreated  sewage 
direct  into  the  river.  Two  outlets  are  situated  to  the  west 
of  the  bridge,  and  one  east  of  the  bridge,  and  all  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  One  outlet  discharges  untreated  sewage 
into  a  water  course  near  the  station,  on  the  south  side.  There  is 
a  small  sewage  works,  also  on  the  south  side,  known  as  the 
Farnley  works,  which  treats  the  sewage  of  that  area.  Some 
years  ago  there  was  a  competitive  scheme  adopted  for  treating 
the  sewage  of  this  village,  but  so  far  nothing  has  been  done. 
Steps  should  be  taken  now  to  have  either  this,  or  some  other 
scheme,  put  under  way,  as,  when  the  Tyne  is  low,  there  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  contamination  of  the  river  at  this  point. 
Apart  from  the  sewage  outlets,  the  sewering  of  this  village  is  far 
from  perfect.  Several  sewers  meet  at  the  corner  of  Princes 
Street  and  St.  Helen’s  Street,  and  discharge  into  a  stone  Conduit 
at  that  point.  From  this  junction  during  a  large  flow  of  storm 
water  there  is  frequently  an  overflow,  and  flooding  of  the  road¬ 
way.  Rats  also  infest  this  stone  conduit.  A  worse  condition  of 
affairs  would  be  difficult  to  find  in  any  large  village  such  as  this 
is.  It  is  significant  to  point  out  that  at  this  point,  in  the  three 
houses  at  this  very  corner,  there  were  five  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever  during  the  month  of  July,  upon  which  I  made  a  special 
report.  In  the  face  of  this,  I  urge  that  the  drainage  system  of 
of  this  populous  village  should  be  brought  up  to  date  at  the 
earliest  moment. 

Haydon  Bridge. — The  main  sewer  on  the  north  side  dis¬ 
charges  into  sewage  works,  and  discharges  a  fair  effluent  into  the 
river.  P'urther  east  still,  and  also  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
there  is  another  outlet,  which  discharges  untreated  sewage  into 
the  river.  There  is  one  main  sewer  on  the  south  side,  which 
discharges  untreated  sewage.  In  such  a  large  village  as  Haydon 
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Bridge  there  ought  to  be  proper  sewage  disposal  works,  and  I 
think  this  ought  to  be  done  without  further  delay. 

Hedlev. — I'his  village  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage  is  treated 
in  up-to-date  works  situated  to  the  north-east  of  the  village. 
There  is  a  good  effluent,  which  is  discharged  into  a  watercourse. 

Horsley. — The  sewage  here  is  treated  by  septic  tank  and 
land  irrigation.  The  system  is  satisfactory,  so  long  as  the 
irrigation  channels  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and  clean. 

Humshaugii. — The  sewer  from  this  village  is  situated  in  a 
field  to  the  south-east  of  the  village,  and  discharges  untreated 
sewage  into  the  North  Tyne. 

Newurough. — The  main  sewer  outlet  is  in  a  grass  field  to 
the  south  of  the  village,  and  discharges  untreated  sewage  into 
a  tributary  of  the  South  Tyne.  There  is  also  another  outlet 
near  Cross-gate  Cottages,  which  discharges  untreated  sewage 
into  the  South  Tyne. 

Fourstones. — The  sewer  outlet  here  is  to  the  west  of  the 
railway  station,  and  discharges  sewage  untreated  into  the  South 
Tyne. 

Newton. — The  main  sewer  outlet  of  this  village  discharges 
untreated  sewage  into  a  watercourse,  which  has  to  travel  several 
miles  to  reach  the  River  Tyne. 

OviNGHAM. — This  village  has  two  sets  of  sewers,  leading 
respectively  to  the  east  and  the  west  works.  These  works,  when 
in  repair,  are  perfectly  efficient,  but  are  still  in  serious  disrepair. 
They  have  been  reported  upon,  and  steps  arc  being  taken  by  this 
Council  to  put  these  into  working  order  again,  but  it  is  reported 
theit  the  necessary  parts  cannot  be  obtained  to  replace  defects. 

OvTNGTON. — There  are  two  sewers  here,  both  of  which  dis¬ 
charge  untreated  sewage  into  water-courses,  which  have  to  travel 
considerable  distances  to  reach  the  main  river. 

Sandhoe. — The  sewer  for  this  place  also  takes  the  sewage 
from  Oakwood,  and  passes  on  to  sewage  works  situated  on  the 
river  bank  near  Anick  Grange.  These  works  have  never  been 
entirely  satisfactory  as  the  distributors  are  continually  getting 
choked,  and  require  a  man  in  constant  attendance  to  keep  them 
spraying.  In  addition  there  has  been  trouble  with  the  retaining 
wall,  which  gives  way  periodically.  These  works  require  to  be 
put  into  proper  working  order,  and  I  recommend  that  the  tipping 
gear  be  replaced. 

SiMONIJURN. — Two  outlets  discharge  untreated  sewage  into 
the  Simon  Burn,  a  tributary  of  the  North  Tyne. 
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Slaley. — The  present  system  takes  in  only  part  of  the 
village  and  discharges  sewage  untreated  into  an  open  runner  at  a 
distance  of  about  100  yards  south  of  the  village.  The  other  part 
of  the  village,  at  the  west  end,  is  unsewered,  each  house  having 
its  own  little  drain,  where  any  exists  at  all,  discharging  at  a 
greater  or  less — generally  less — distance  from  the  premises. 

A  scheme  is  now  on  the  way  for  sewering  the  whole  of  the 
village,  and  treating  it  at  w'orks  at  the  south-east  side  of  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  discharging  the  efliuent  into  the  watercourse  mentioned 
above. 

Wall. — The  sewage  from  this  village  is  treated  in  works 
near  the  river,  which  give  a  satisfactory  effluent. 

Warden. — The  sewer  outlet  for  this  village  is  in  a  field  to 
the  north-east  of  the  village,  and  discharges  untreated  sewage 
into  the  Tyne.  The  Parochial  Committee  have  contemplated 
putting  in  a  sewage  scheme  here  for  years,  but  so  far  have  done 
nothing  in  the  matter. 

Wylam. — There  are  four  outlets  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  one  being  to  the  east  and  three  to  the  west  of  the  bridge. 
On  the  south  side  of  the  river  there  are  two  outlets,  one  to  the 
east  of  the  bridge  and  one  at  the  river-side  at  Hagg  Bank. 

All  of  these  discharge  untreated  sewage  into  the  River  Tyne. 
The  last-named,  that  of  Hagg  Bank  Cottages,  in  addition  to  pol¬ 
luting  the  river,  constitutes  a  dangerous  nuisance,  as  the  sewage 
collects  in  stagnant  pools  at  the  foot  of  the  bank,  walled  off  from 
the  running  water  by  gravel  and  sandbanks,  and  creating  foul 
odours  immediately  below  two  rows  of  cottages.  This  is  too 
isolated  to  be  treated  with  the  rest  of  W’ylam,  and  should  have 
a  small  tank  and  filter  bed  erected  as  soon  as  possible.  The  other 
outlets  should  be  treated,  as  there  is  a  large  amount  of  crude 
sewage  reaching  the  river  at  this  point. 

This  was  all  reported  upon  last  year,  but  still  nothing  has 
been  done  to  ameliorate  the  condition. 

\\TnTTONSTALL. — The  sewage  system  here  consists  of  a 
piped  system  collecting  from  the  village  and  leading  to  a  planta¬ 
tion  a  considerable  distance  to  the  north.  There  is  no  nuisance, 
and  the  effluent  has  ample  land  irrigation  before  being  led  to  a 
watercourse. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

As  reported  last  year,  the  commonest  type  of  convenience  in 
the  District  is  the  old-fashioned  privy-ashpit.  Most  of  these  are 
far  too  big,  and  tend  to  foul  accumulations  of  offensive  matters. 
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Owing  to  lack  of  attention  also,  these  tend  to  become  dilapidated, 
and  many  notices  have  been  served  for  their  repair.  Where 
possible  up-to-date  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  asked  for, 
and  in  new  buildings,  the  Sanitary  Committee  have  been  advised 
to  insist,  where  practicable,  upon  water-closets.  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  have  the  old  type  made  as  sanitary 
as  possible.  There  is  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  these 
premises  cleansed  as  often  as  necesaary  in  several  of  the  dis¬ 
tricts,  but  I  shall  deal  with  these  in  more  detail  in  my  report 
upon  “  Scavenging.” 

The  following  table  gives  the  approximate  number  of  each 
type  of  convenience  in  the  district,  including  new  houses,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  number  last  year  ; — 


Type. 

1919 

1920 

Converted  to  W.C.'s 
during  year. 

Privies  ... 

4,278 

4,276 

4 

Pail  Closets 

662 

662 

— 

W.C.’s  ... 

1,060 

1,070 

— 

SCAVENGING. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  instruct  that  a  statement  be  given 
in  this  report  “  as  to  the  character  and  efficiency  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  removal  and  methods  of  disposal  of  house  refuse,  and 
the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  and  cesspools  in 
the  district.” 

This  matter  was  very  extensively  commented  upon  in  last 
year’s  report,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  no 
alteration  of  the  condemned  system  has  been  effected.  Occupiers 
are  still  left  to  dispose  of — or  not  to  dispose  of  in  very  many 
cases  the  refuse  that  is  bound  to  collect.  Great  difficulty  is 
experienced  by  householders  in  many  parts  in  finding  a  deposit 
for  this  refuse,  and  it  is  a  bugbear  alike  to  the  inhabitants  and 
the  inspectors.  A  frequent  reply  to  a  notice  requiring  emptying 
of  ashpits,  is  the  request  for  information  as  to  where  the 
materials  have  to  be  be  put.  Certainly  it  must  be  observed  that 
in  most  areas  the  materials  CAN  be  disposed  of,  but  at  unreason¬ 
able  and  often  exorbitant  cost  for  cartage,  and  this  naturally 
results  in  the  ashpits  being  allowed  to  become  foul,  and  when 
the  removal  is  insisted  upon,  the  top  layer  is  taken  away  and 
disposed  of  and  the  foul  underlying  decomposing  mass  left  to 


i8 


rot  in  situ,  poisoning  alike  the  air  and  the  surrounding  soil. 
I  he  present  haphazard  system  of  so-called  “  Scavenging”  obtain¬ 
ing  in  your  district  stands  self-condemned  by  its  results — accu¬ 
mulations  everywhere.  When  there  are  water-courses  available, 
then  each  water-course  is  polluted  with  materials  that  ought  to 
be  carted  away.  Instances  of  these  are  to  be  obtained  at 
Haydon  Bridge — along  the  Tyne  banks  and  also  at  the  burn  at 
Temple  Houses, — and  at  Acomb  Burn,  which  is  little  better 
than  an  open  sewer.  At  \\'ylam,  Corbridge,  Haydon  Bridge, 
and  Allendale,  attempts  have  been  made  to  arrange  for  tips  for 
refuse,  but  the  crux  of  the  question  has  never  been  touched,  and 
that  is,  the  systematic  collection  of  the  refuse  from  the  individual 
houses. 

The  Council’s  Bye-laws  require  that  each  ashpit  be  emptied 
at  least  once  a  month.  If  the  charge  for  removal  is  paid  by 
the  householder,  then  it  will  cost  each  much  more  to  do  this 
privately  than  if  it  were  paid  out  of  the  rates.  It  has  been 
estimated  in  some  areas  that  the  systematic  collection  of  this 
refuse  and  its  disposal  in  a  tip  could  be  carried  out  at  about 
£i  per  house  per  year.  'l  ire  average  cost  per  cart-load  is  3,  6, 
and  supposing  only  one  cart-load  be  removed  per  month,  then 
there  is  a  charge  of  42/-,  and  one  cart-load  per  month  is  a  low 
estimate.  The  main  difficulty  is  the  fact  that,  for  the  scavenging 
of  a  village,  the  whole  parish  must  contribute.  But  for  that 
fact,  scavenging  of  the  larger  villages  would  have  been  an  accom¬ 
plished  fact  years  ago.  In  vain  has  the  question  of  up-keep  of 
outlying  roads  by  the  village  been  put  forrvard,  in  vain  the 
equalising  effect  of  the  agricultural  rating  been  expounded,  but  so 
long  as  human  nature  retains  its  selfish  standard,  people  outside 
the  proposed  “Scavenging  Area”  will  not  villingly  pay  for  what 
will  benefit  only  others.  This  being  so,  the  sooner  pressure  is 
brought  to  bear  by  your  Council  the  better.  After  all,  it  is  in 
your  hands  as  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  second  largest  area 
in  England,  to  deal  with  this  vexed  question,  and  the  responsi¬ 
bility  rests  heavily  upon  you  for  the  present  condition.  In  report 
after  report,  these  matters  have  been  put  before  you,  but  the 
fact  remains  that,  since  writing  on  this  matter  a  year  ago,  nothing 
yet  has  been  carried  into  effect  to  ameliorate  the  state  of  affairs. 
Nothing  more  insanitary  can  be  imagined  than  these  foul  collec¬ 
tions,  usually  in  close  proximity  to  the  dwelling,  and  this  must 
have  a  deleterious  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 
Money  expended  in  this  way  would  be  a  sound  investment,  bear¬ 
ing  as  interest  good  health  and  the  rearing  of  a  sturdy  race.  I 
strongly  urge  the  Council  to  take  prompt  steps  to  carry  into 
effect  before  the  end  of  another  year  scavenging  in,  and  disposal 
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of  refuse  from,  the  more  populous  villages  in  the  district,  particu¬ 
larly  Allendale,  Haydon  Bridge,  Newbrough,  Fourstones,  Acomb, 
Corbridge,  Stocksfield  (including  Branch  End)  and  Wylam.  I 
would  point  out  that  the  Council  already  have  the  power  to  col¬ 
lect  household  refuse,  and  only  when  it  is  necessary  to  provide  a 
tip  for  its  disposal  are  further  powers  required. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Periodic  inspections  of  the  district  are  made  both  independ¬ 
ently,  and  in  conjunction  with  Housing  Inspection. 

Daring  the  year,  6,836  inspections  have  been  made,  and  the 
tables  on  the  following  pages,  supplied  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Nuisances,  show  the  notices  which  have  been  issued,  and  the 
results  of  these  inspections.  These  tables  are  submitted  in  the 
form  requested  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for 
convenience  for  tabulation  throughout  the  County. 

For  the  purpose  of  these  sanitary  inspections,  the  district 
was,  in  the  month  of  August,  divided  into  two  parts,  Northern 
and  Southern,  each  under  a  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  the  result  of  this  division  has  been  a  much  more  frequent 
and  regular  inspection  of  the  various  localities. 

At  the  last  Sanitary  Committee  Meeting  in  the  year,  on 
December  21st,  a  recommendation  was  sent  forward  to  the 
Council  that  Byelaws  under  Sec.  44  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  be  framed,  requiring  the  cleansing  of  ashpits,  etc.,  at 
regular  intervals.  In  the  absence  of  scavenging  in  the  district, 
these  byelaws  will  materially  strengthen  the  hands  of  your  In¬ 
spectors  in  maintaining  a  higher  standard  of  cleanliness  through¬ 
out  the  area,  though  it  may  possibly  mean  a  certain  number  of 
prosecutions  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  Council  mean  the 
byelaws  to  be  carried  out,  after  such  a  long  period  of  “let  alone,” 
and  where  necessary  I  trust  the  Council  will  not  hesitate  to  take 
action.  Hitherto,  sanitary  inspections  frequently  meant  little, 
but  a  certain  number  of  reports  of  full  and  foul  ashpits,  etc,, 
followed  by  a  corresponding  number  of  notices,  these  in  turn  by 
a  certain  amount  of  compliance,  and  immediately  thereafter  a 
repetition  of  the  nuisance  as  fast  as  the  material  can  accumulate, 
remaining  till  the  Inspector  revisits  the  place,  and  sets  the  cycle 
in  motion  again. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report,  1920. 

[Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1910,  Art.  xx.  (16).] 


Q 

w 

h 

u 

b 

tu 

a 

Qi 

o 

> 


*ri  <~-i  \o  rn 


“  1m 

-2 

irt  0  O  ■73  S  cu 
JZ  ^  ^  ,«  ^ 

>  y 

“  <  cti  a:  ^  < 


?2 
"O  rt 
V, 


{3.  rt 
tn 


O  u  •- 

o 

^  0) 

<  0,  U 


2  - 

Ci.*^ 

t-  >  {/) 

o  u 
.  u  0) 
•  Q.Xi 

w  s 

Cm  rt 

rt  ^ 


j  m 

.'O 
:  'C 

'?  s 


I  I 


*■  5  O. 


^  a;  {/3 

1/2  —  a 
O  o  c-  o 

^oSf 

>?0.Z 


H 

o 

Cl.  ^ 

5  = 

1/2  O 


I 

Q 

O 

o 

Urn 


C  -c 

z  c 

5  a;  0) 
O  N  |- 

^'5  3 


1 

I  0) 

VC 

2^ 
^  E 

^  <u 

Ifi 

O  0) 
CL  O 
:c  re 
^  t/v 
t  c 

CC 


^  I 

Cm  V. 


2i 

^5 


snviox 

3690 

1483 

1092 

1272 

311 

21 

7 

sooiiBsimi  jsqjo 

319 

7 

4 

7 

7 

SpJEA  JO  gUIABJ 

34 

16 

13 

16 

." 

5 

1 

SlKUllUB  JO  ^UI 
-tl99q  mojj  S90UBSinfsJ 

c»  fo  :  :  : 

scions>(jOA\  JOqJO  j  ^  •  •  •  •  ■  ■ 

S9snoq9>|Bg 

—I  c'j  — >  cj  :  : 

ro 

sapujj  9AlSU9JjQ 

sasnoq 

iir.[unio3 

s9snoq  jsjqSnnig 

6 

6 

6 

en 

spaqSAvoD  pue  souieq 

451 

17 

17 

17 

s-S! 

:£  Li| 

<  z[ 

z  5| 

<  ^ 
'S:  C" 

ino,^ 

108 

108 

108 

juaiomnsui  j 

—  m  —  O'  : 

rn  <Nj  fo  ^  . 

5109J9P  ]BjniOnJJ5 

O  O  O  —  ;  : 

ON  ~1  c^  • 

-J-  -!■  -t 

Drainage  ( 

juaioqjnsuj 

70 

1 

1 

1 

70 

11 

pajKpidupp  1 

JO  ‘paddBJiun  1 

17 

7 

17 

5 

i”oa 

ro  :  fO  n  — 

re  > 

H  S 
<  s- 

09 

A.lO)0Bj5lJBSUn 

2490 

juyioyusui 

1  n  :  72  -  :  ; 

Housing 

SSaildlUEQ 

1 

1 

—  ■-'1  —  ON 

o  ko  o  w 

?iuuaods 

aAUoajoci 

1 

tv  TJ-  M  lO 

ro  O  m  M 

iioUBjiquq  II  i  :  :  •  •  ■ 

UBUinq  joj  ujun  1  ! 

:iuip.v\ojojaAO 

o  ;  •  :  : 

—  o  •  :  . 

rt 

saouESiu>i 

1 

j  3  :  ^  kO  ;  : 

siosjap  p-’jinonjjs 

II  o  fo  o  m  •  : 

rs,  —  tv  w  ■ 

^4  rj 

‘  i/<  •  >.  •  i.  u  •  t/5  >»  i,  ^  : 

o 


ed 

o  £ 

•£3 

Sg 

r” 

£•«= 
t-  X 
o  0) 

ZR 


'  a> 

^  C3. 


o 

< 


^:f 


(A 

0) 

CJ 


re 

E 


3 

P. 

O 

Cu 


VC 


p 

cf. 

s 


o 


c 


o  > 
VC 


5  « 


^  tf. 

VC 


O  V- 
«— 1  n 


4) 

‘t;  P 

6  = 
X 


c  re 
o 

U.2 

iC  E-S 
o  1/  o 
i>  t-  c 


o’C 

w  O 


.  < 


^  U 

3  2 


O  H 


o  ^ 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1920. 

Hexham  Rural  (Northern)  District. 


(N) 

-]  uoipumm/vv 

no  uoajunvMM 

uoaPM 

uepju^ 

HUM 

qpnojqujoqx 

pjoj-^aS 

?u!l[8is 

smids 

uanquouitg 

9oqpuu3 

aiB^ajoj 

UO^^UIAQ 

oi'eqputAo 

UO)M9iq 

qPnojqM9[s] 

uo;j9jj-SM 

q^nuqsiunpi 

A9|SJ0H 

(N)  uopABH 

uompnsH 

uo^luH 

uoi3u!ir->H 

piaijMon^H 

(N)  apP'JqJOO 

M«J>^OOQ 

pooMajui;;; 

uo:j49iioqo 

iiQMAa 

piaijguTg 

aijnsg 

8HSB0  uopAv 

uopAv 

quiooY 

5  -f  X 

H  t  X 

o  Q 


zz 


C  ^  CO 

:  a3  c 
■  E  83  '5 

rt  U,  t. 

Q  ’O 


z  z  z 


I  • 


c  ^ 
o  w 
*00 


tn  ^ 


M  O 

«  5 


3^0 

o  o  CJ 

J=  X 
^  «  X 
C3  «« 
JT  ?  £. 

ai 


(/) 


I  a. 


c 

saam 


b3  cQ 

c  £ 


2.0 


Z 


;  c/3 


•o . 

c 


'O 

(U 
•  X 


E  . 

fl)  c 

•o  3 


as  ■ 


E  - 
®  o 
*0  > 


2  o  c 

(A  C  ^ 

&.  2  ® 

o  c  o 

Zo'l 

4,  -  C/3 

TJ  S- 
CC  ® 

to  ^ 


0^0 


•O 

5;  3 

o< 


® 

>  *0) 
>  -o 


{fl  o  _+J  « 

-  j  2  « 

—*  .CS  ClJ 


rt  X  o  -o  ® 


ihealthy  areas  . 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report,  1920. 

[Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1910,  Art.  xx.  (16).] 
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+  Several  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  and  Housing  Act  1909,  and  a  good  portion  of  work  carried  out. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  THAT  CAN 
BE  CONTROLLED  BY  THE  BYELAWS. 

There  are  none  of  these  in  the  Rural  District  and  there  are 
no  underground  living  rooms,  consequently,  there  are  no  Bye¬ 
laws  in  force  relating  to  such. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  in  the  district  41  schools,  a  large  number  of 
which  come  under  the  heading  “  Non-Provided.”  The  Sanitary 
condition  of  these  schools  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  larger  schools,  but  those  situated  in  the  more  remote 
districts  might  be  considerably  improved.  The  chief  trouble  is 
that  there  are  in  many  instances  open  ashpits  with  privies 
attached.  These  permit  the  contents  to  blow  about  the  yard 
during  the  windy  weather  to  the  detriment  of  the  children  therein. 
The  yard  surface  is  also  in  many  cases  defective,  allowing 
collections  of  water  to  accumulate  during,  and  remaining 
after,  wet  weather.  With  the  present  conditions  of  labour  and 
material  available  I  think  that  more  work  might  be  done  to 
improve  these  schools  and  render  them  more  sanitary.  As  was 
pointed  out  last  year  in  this  report,  the  child  carries  with  it  when 
it  leaves  school,  a  picture  of  the  conditions  under  which  its 
education  has  been  carried  out,  including  the  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  if  these  latter  are  defective  then  that  defective  picture 
takes  a  lot  of  eradicating  later  in  life. 

Sanitation,  both  personal  and  institutional,  should  be  a  part 
of  the  education  of  all  children,  even  if  the  authorities  in  charge 
do  not  value  a  sanitary  state  for  its  own  sake  and  its  effect  upon 
the  health  of  the  pupils.  These  remarks  apply  as  has  been  said 
particularly  to  the  smaller  schools,  and  I  think  it  only  fair  to  point 
this  out.  The  larger  schools  are  kept  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  and  if  instances  may  be  cited,  I  would  mention  Haydon 
Bridge,  Broomley  and  Wylam  schools,  as  being  specially  well 
kept. 

During  the  year  at  Sinderhope  School  a  very  objectionable 
type  of  privy  has  been  remodelled,  but  a  large  open  ashpit  ad¬ 
joining  the  school  yard  and  the  roadway  was  left. 

As  e.xplained  under  the  heading  of  “  School  Closure,”  a 
drain  has  been  put  in  at  Hedley  School  to  prevent  flooding  of 
the  heating  chamber.  This  has  been  a  long  e.xisting  nuisance  at 
this  school  and  the  Education  Committee  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  abating  it.  These  are  the  only  instances  in  the  Rural 
District  where  work  has  been  carried  out  to  any  great  extent  on 
School  premises,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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School  Water  Supply. — Nearly  all  the  schools  in  the 
District  have  a  satisfactory  water  supply,  most  of  them  piped 
into  the  school  premises.  The  exceptions  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  report  are  still  in  statu  quo. 

St.  Peter’s  School,  Allendale. — During  the  year  the 
County  Education  Committee  have  had  their  Engineer  inspect¬ 
ing  the  question  of  water  supply  at  this  school,  but  so  far  no 
alterations  have  taken  place. 

Ninebanks  School. — As  reported  last  year,  the  water 
supply  for  this  school  is  on  the  road  side  and  is  liable  to  inter¬ 
mittent  pollution.  The  Education  Committee  repudiated  the 
responsibility  for  this,  stating  that  it  is  a  public  supply  and  not  a 
school  one.  This  may  or  may  not  be  a  fact,  but  in  any  case,  as 
this  supply  is  used  almost  exclusively  for  the  school  and  school 
house,  the  work  to  render  it  pure  ought  to  be  undertaken  by 
some  one  without  further  delay. 

Langley  School. — This  supply  still  remains  both  inade¬ 
quate  and  unsuitable,  being  situated  in  an  open  field  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road  from  the  school  and  liable  to  pollution. 

Infectious  Disease  in  Schools. — On  the  outbreak  of 
any  infectious  disease  in  the  District  the  School  Master  is  in¬ 
formed  of  all  relevant  particulars,  especially  as  to  which  scholars 
to  exclude,  and  also  later  when  they  may  be  included.  There  is 
in  existence  a  system  of  interchange  of  information  between  the 
Health  Officers  and  the  School  Staffs,  with  undoubted  mutual 
benefit. 

The  Measles  which  caused  the  closure  of  certain  schools 
towards  the  end  of  the  previous  year  (1919),  continued  through¬ 
out  the  early  months  of  the  year  1920,  and  as  a  result  five 
schools  were  closed  on  this  account  during  the  year.  The  other 
closures  were  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever,  except  at  Chollerton 
School  in  April,  and  Hedley  in  October.  In  the  former  case 
there  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  a  Catarrhal  condition,  entailing 
such  an  amount  of  coughing  and  sneezing  that  school  work  could 
not  proceed.  The  school  was  closed  on  Thursday,  29th  April, 
till  the  following  Monday,  and  was  disinfected.  No  recurrence 
took  place.  At  Hedley,  the  closing  of  the  school  was  advised  in 
October,  as  the  heating  chamber  was  flooded  and  the  furnace 
could  not  be  lit.  At  that  time  the  work  wa.s  under  way — -after 
Statutory  Notice  had  been  served — -and  the  school  re-opened  on 
the  25th  October  with  the  heating  on.  The  following  table  gives 
the  total  records  of  school  closures  throughout  the  district 
during  the  year.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  some  cases  a  school 
has  been  closed  for  one  or  two  days  at  the  end  of  the  week  and 
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re-opened  on  the  Monday.  In  each  case  this  has  been  done  for 
the  purpose  of  disinfection  when  evidence  has  pointed  to  the 
probability  of  infection  having  been  carried  to  the  school. 

The  system  that  has  been  adopted  in  your  district  with 
regard  to  school  closure  is  on  the  principle  that  an  early  closure 
on  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  is  likely  to  prevent  an  ex¬ 
tensive  spread  of  the  same,  and  has,  I  think,  in  each  case  been 
justified.  In  no  case  has  a  school  been  kept  closed  for  a  month 
or  six  weeks  as  is  likely  to  result  if  closure  takes  place  at  a 
later  date. 


School 

Disease 

Dates 

FROM 

TO 

Ovingham 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

13/1/20 

20/ 1/20 

Allendale  Town 

Measles 

14/1/20 

27/1/20 

Sandhoe  (Beaufront) 

.  ... 

22/1/20 

4/2/20 

Sinderhope 

»>  • *  •  • *  • 

27/1/20 

9/2  20 

Hedley 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9/2/20 

20/2/20 

>> 

Lack  of  Heating 
and  Dampness 

19/10/20 

22/10/20 

St.  Peter’s  Council 

Mea.‘'les 

11/2/20 

9/3/20 

Horsley 

. .  .  .  .  . 

24/2/20 

8/3/20 

Halton  Shields 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1/3/20 

5/3/20 

Shaftoe  Trust  (Haydon 
Bridge) 

n  n 

29/3/20 

1/4/20 

»»  n  ••• 

12/4/20 

23/4/20 

Keenley 

Measles 

12/4/20 

16/4/20 

Chollerton  Par. 

Catarrhal  condi¬ 
tion 

29/4/20 

30/4  20 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

22/11/20 

27/11/20 

Broomley  Council 

n  n  *  •  • 

5/720 

9/7/20 

FOOD. 

(A)  Milk  Supply. — There  are  registered  in  the  Rural 
District  275  Cow-keepers  and  Dairymen  responsible  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  milk.  This  being  primarily  an  agricultural  district, 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  milk  produced,  and  what  is  not  used 
locally  is  sent  out  of  the  district  chiefly  to  the  Newcastle  Area. 
It  is  estimated  that  about  3,500  gallons  per  day  is  thus  exported. 

The  milk  supply  on  the  whole  is  good,  but  in  some  instances 
more  attention  could  be  given  to  cleanliness  in  the  production  and 
storage  of  same.  Taken  all  round,  the  large  producers  are  alive 
to  the  necessity  of  producing  clean  milk,  but  some  of  the  smaller 
dealers  do  not  appreciate  the  possibility,  or  the  necessity  of  pre¬ 
venting  contamination.  One  of  the  chief  cases  of  dirty  milk  is 
the  fact  that  cows  have  to  wade  through  liquid  manure  to  reach 
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the  milking  shed,  and  in  doing  so  are  very  liable  to  have  the 
ventral  surfaces  soiled  ;  this,  drying  quickly,  is  rubbed  off  into 
the  milk  pail  during  the  process  of  milking.  To  remedy  this, 
means  insisting  upon  walled-in  enclosures  for  manure,  leaving  a 
clear  passage  for  the  cows.  This  is  a  m.atter  that  rests  with  the 
Owner,  and  attempts  to  attain  this  are  almost  futile.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  attention  of  those  handling  the  milk  and  utensils 
must  be  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  standard  of 
cleanliness  as  regards  their  own  hands  and  clothing  and  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  cleaning  the  udders  of  the  cows  before  milking.  Too  much 
stress  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  care  necessary  for  the  production 
of  this,  the  most  important  food  for  the  young  generation,  and  it 
is  only  by  keeping  the  above  points  strongly  in  evidence  that  the 
purity  of  this  product  can  be  reached  or  maintained. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  War,  the  Tuberculosis  Order  has 
been  in  suspension,  and  there  is  at  present  no  official  compensa¬ 
tion  made  for  tuberculous  cattle,  and  as  a  result  no  inducement 
to  exclude  tuberculous  from  healthy  milk,  and  I  think  the  time 
has  come  when  the  Tuberculosis  Order  should  be  reinstated. 

In  April,  1919,  your  Council  applied  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  power  to  draw  up  regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cow¬ 
sheds,  and  Milk-shops  Order  for  the  more  efficient  supervision  of 
the  milk  trade  in  the  district.  The  sanction  of  the  Minister  to 
this  new  regulation  was  withheld  on  the  grounds  that  the  Dairies, 
Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops  Consolidation  Order  of  1915  would 
“  shortly  ”  come  into  force.  This,  so  far,  has  not  come  to  pass, 
and  the  standard  in  the  district  is  consequently  lower  than  it  w'ould 
otherwise  have  been. 

Under  the  conditions  quoted,  one  does  not  feel  justified  in 
pushing  for  an  increased  consumption  of  cows’  milk,  as  one  has 
yet  to  be  convinced  that  deposits  of  road  grit  and  manorial  debris 
are  conducive  to  rearing  sturdy  infants,  and  one  feels  safer  in 
recommending  at  present  one  or  other  of  the  various  forms  of 
dried  milk,  which  insure  at  least  a  certain  amount  of  cleanliness 
and  sterility. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. — This 
Order  has  been  in  force  in  your  district  since  November, 
1919,  and  has  been  taken  advantage  of  to  the  extent  that  during 
the  year  £\21  6s.  has  been  expended  in  milk  in  necessitous  cases. 
It  is  believed  that  in  the  execution  of  this  Order  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children  obtained 
milk,  of  which  they  would  otherwise  have  been  deprived-  The 
services  of  Medical  Practitioners,  and  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  County  Health  Visitors,  are  made 
use  of  to  find  out  in  the  first  instance,  and  report,  the  necessitous 
cases,  which  are  then  inspected,  and  each  dealt  with  according  to 
its  merits. 

( B)  Other  Foods. — Regular  inspections  are  made  of  the 
premises  where  food  is  produced  or  handled,  and  on  the  whole 
these  are  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state.  Irregularities 
are  pointed  out  at  the  time,  and  these  are  usually  willingly 
remedied.  Inspections  of  foods,  etc.,  in  this  district  are 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  who  are  the  responsible 
Authority  under  the  Food  and  Drug  Act.  On  one  occasion 
during  the  year  one  of  the  Inspectors  had  a  carcase  buried,  which 
one  was  justified  in  believing  was  being  prepared  for  food  for 
man,  for  which  it  was  visibly  unfit.  On  another  occasion  the 
other  Inspector  had  a  side  and  a  half  of  meat  voluntarily  sur¬ 
rendered  to  him  by  a  butcher. 

B.\KE-H0USES. — There  are  nine  bakeries  on  the  register. 
These  have  been  visited  at  regular  intervals,  and,  with  one  ex¬ 
ception,  have  always  been  found  satisfactory.  This  exception 
has  been  remedied  by  the  provision  of  Sanitary  Bins  in  place  of  a 
collection  of  refuse  at  the  bake-house  door. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  in  the  district  25  regis¬ 
tered  Slaughter-houses  and  two  licenced  Slaughter-houses. 
These  have  been  inspected  at  irregular  intervals,  and  with  few 
exceptions  have  been  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  but 
notices  have  been  served  in  12  instances  for  lime-washing, 
cleansing,  etc-,  and  one  case  for  keeping  ashpit  refuse  in  slaughter¬ 
house.  At  the  end  of  1919,  application  was  made  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  power  to  make  “  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 
Slaughter-houses.”  This  was  granted,  and  finally  approved  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  on  the  27th  April  of  the  year  under  re¬ 
view,  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  Sept.  8th. 
Since  then  steps  have  been  taken  to  bring  the  slaughter-houses 
in  the  district  up  to  the  standard  required.  The  Butchers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  have  agreed  to  carry  out  as  far  as  possible  the  require¬ 
ments  of  these  Bye-laws,  and  expect  the  Council  to  back  up 
their  members  by  prohibiting  slaughtering  for  sale  in  premises 
not  licenced  or  registered  for  the  purpose,  and  this  it  is  up  to 
the  Council  to  carry  out.  In  existing  slaughter-houses  the 
chief  defects  are  structural  in  character,  such  as  badly-made 
floors,  undue  proximity  to  dwelling-houses,  and  insufficient 
separation  between  lairs  and  slaughter-houses.  The  chief  com¬ 
plaint  against  the  occupier  is  delay  in  removal  of  offal,  etc.,  and 
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delay  in  cleansing  after  slaughtering.  It  was  suggested  last 
year,  and  I  repeat  it  this  year  with  emphasis,  that  it  would  be 
a  distinct  advantage,  if,  in  the  larger  villages,  where  there  are 
several  butchers,  each  with  a  small  slaughter-house  of  his  own, 
a  small  public  abattoir  were  established  for  the  use  of  each,  for 
which  a  rent  could  be  charged.  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
butchers  themselves  would  welcome  this  innovation. 


Sl.vughtek-houses 

1914 

1920 

January 

December 

Registered  ... 

31 

26 

25 

*  Licensed  ... 

— 

2 

Total 

31 

26 

27 

*  Byelaws  under  Sec.  169  of  the  Public  Health  Act  came  into 
force  in  the  District  on  8th  September,  1920. 


During  the  year  1920,  no  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  were 
condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  special  inspections  have  been  frequently  made  with  this  end 
in  view. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISE.ASE. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. — During  1920  there 
were  notified  in  the  district  226  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease.  These  are  set  out  on  Table  2  in  the  appendix.  This 
number  is  in  excess  of  last  year,  notwithstanding  that  Measles 
was  not  notifiable  during  the  year.  The  excess  is  made  up  chiefly 
of  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  of  which  alone  there  were  144.  There 
were  29  cases  of  Diphtheria,  being  9  more  than  last  year,  and 
20  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  as  against  14  last  year. 

I  do  not  consider  the  increase  in  Tuberculosis  as  being  a 
real  one,  as  in  the  past  there  has  been  a  certain  amount  of  laxity 
on  the  part  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  notifying  this  disease, 
and  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  draw  attention  to  this  point, 
and  to  this  fact  I  credit  the  increased  number  notified.  In  this 
connection  I  would  point  out  that  to  certain  parts  of  the  Rural 
District,  persons  belonging  to  “  the  town”  suffering  from  “weak 
chests”  come,  on  account  of  their  condition,  and  by  so  doing 
swell  both  our  Notification  Kate  and  our  Death  Rate  under  these 
headings. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  comparison  between  1919  and 
1920,  also  the  Attack  Rate  and  the  Death  Rate  of  each  disease 
notified  in  the  district  : — 


Disease 

1919 

1920 

Deaths  1920 

No. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

No. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

No. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

31 

1  G 

144 

67 

Diphtheria 

20 

•9 

29 

13 

1 

■04 

‘Measles 

84 

3  9 

>  .  * 

1 

■04 

Enteric 

1 

'04 

6 

■27 

‘Whooping  Cough 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

04 

t  Dysentery 

.  .  . 

1 

■04 

.  .  . 

Erysipelas 

12 

■5 

7 

■32 

Tuberculosis  L.... 

13 

■6 

15 

■69 

14 

■64 

d 

d 

Q 

1 

■04 

5 

■23 

3 

■13 

t  Malaria 

4 

■18 

4 

■18 

Pneumonia  Infl  ... 
Do.  A.Pr. 

13 

6 

■6 

•28 

7 

8 

■32 

■37 

;■  - 

■79 

Tot.als 

188 

8G 

220 

105 

37 

P68 

*  Not  Notifiable.  1  Contracted  Abroad. 


Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Council  to 
Medical  Practitioners  upon  demand,  thus  ensuring  its  prompt 
use,  which  is  in  this  disease  absolutely  essential.  There  were 
notified  during  the  year  four  cases  of  Malaria  and  one  case  of 
Dysentery,  all  of  which  were  recurrences  of  the  diseases  con¬ 
tracted  abroad.  No  case  of  Trench  Fever  has  been  notified  in 
the  district. 

After  infectious  cases  treated  at  the  patient’s  home,  or  after 
removal  to  hospital,  disinfection  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Staff.  School  premises  were  also  disinfected  in  all  cases  wdrere 
this  was  necessary. 

After  death  from  Tuberculosis,  the  premises  were  disinfected 
and  infected  bedding,  etc.,  dealt  with,  being  either  disinfected  or 
destroyed.  In  the  latter  case  the  Council  paid  reasonable 
compensation. 

Bacteriological  Aids  to  Diagnosis. — Under  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  the  County  Council,  Bacteriological  Tests  are 
carried  out  in  the  Itacteriological  Laboratory  in  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle,  and  are  fully  taken  advantage  of  by  Medical 
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Practitioners  throughout  the  district.  During  the  year  211  such 
specimens  were  examined  and  reported  upon,  the  details  being 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


1920 

Diph. 

Tubercle 

Enteric 

Total 

Pos. 

Neg 

Pos. 

Neg 

Pos. 

Neg 

Pos. 

Neg 

January  ... 

5 

25 

o 

5 

7 

30 

February  ... 

3 

19 

1 

2 

4 

21 

M  arch 

2 

6 

1 

7 

... 

3 

13 

April 

3 

5 

1 

8 

4 

13 

May 

2 

8 

2 

4 

1 

4 

13 

June 

6 

1 

8 

1 

14 

July 

... 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

9 

August 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

8 

September 

2 

7 

3 

1 

5 

8 

October  ... 

1 

10 

2 

5 

3 

15 

November 

2 

5 

1 

5 

1 

3 

4 

13 

December 

2 

5 

1 

5 

2 

3 

12 

23 

104 

17 

55 

2 

10 

42 

169 

Tolals 

127 

72 

12 

211 

As  soon  as  any  signs  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
appears  in  any  part  of  the  district  use  is  made  of  the  school 
both  as  a  medium  of  investigation  and  information.  On  several 
occasions  children  of  certain  classes  have  been  examined  with  a 
view  to  discover  missed  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  when  occa¬ 
sions  require  swabs  are  taken  to  discover  carriers  of  Diphtheria. 
Information  and  assistance  is  readily  given  by  teachers  in  this 
matter,  and  recommendations  and  suggestions  promptly  carried 
out.  There  have  been  several  small  outbreaks  of  Mumps, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  Chickenpox  in  different  parts  of  the  area, 
but  on  no  occasion  have  they  assumed  large  dimensions,  and  I 
have  kept  in  close  touch  with,  and  tendered  advice  to,  the  head 
teachers  in  each  case.  During  the  year  there  have  died  in  the 
district  one  case  of  Measles,  one  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  four 
of  Influenza.  In  connection  with  the  last-named  disease  there  has 
not  existed  during  the  year  what  one  might  term  an  epidemic, 
but  there  have  been  recurring  cases  evenly  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  district.  Even  after  epidemics  such  as  we  have  had  of 
this  disease,  which  destroyed  more  human  lives  in  a  few  months 
than  the  whole  five  years  of  the  War,  people  do  not  seem  to 
realise  the  gravity  of  the  complaint.  Every  opportunity  is 
taken  of  educating  the  people  to  appreciate  the  gravity  of  the 
need  of  taking  every  precaution.  Posters  have  been  displayed 


32 


for  this  purpose,  but  one  cannot  appreciate  much  benefit  accru¬ 
ing  therefrom.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  Human  Anthrax  or 
Rabies  reported  in  the  district. 

Small-Pox. — No  Primary  Vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations 
have  been  performed  by  your  Medical  Officer  under  the  Public 
Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  nor  were 
there  any  cases  of  Small-pox  notified  in  the  district  during  the 
year.  There  is  one  point  in  connection  with  this  disease  which 
I  would  respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Should  a  case  of  Small-pox  occur  in  the  District,  the  onus  of 
preventing  spread  and  urging  quarantine  rests  upon  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Throughout  the  Rural  District,  you  have 
working  under  the  Board  OF  Guardians,  District  Medical 
Officers  in  whose  keeping,  and  whose  keeping  alone,  is  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  “  State  of  Vaccination  ”  of  the  children  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict.  As  a  result  of  this,  when  the  emergency  arises,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  have  to  go  and  scratch  round  seeking  this 
information,  which  he  has  no  statutory  right  to  ask  for,  before 
he  will  know  where  to  start  from.  I  would  suggest  that  a 
Quarterly  Return  of  Vaccinations,  successful  and  unsuccessful, 
be  rendered  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  at  least  once  a 
quarter,  which  returns  can  be  compared  by  him  with  the  statis¬ 
tics  with  regard  to  Births  which  he  has  already  been  supplied 
with  from  the  same  source. 

It  does  seem  strange  that  this  information  should  be  re¬ 
tained  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  withheld  from  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority,  and  is  not  available  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  whose  responsibility  is  the  health  of  the  people.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  collect  particulars  on  this  point,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  result  : — During  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1920,  there 
were  born  in  the  district  of  the  Hexham  Union,  which  includes 
the  Rural  District,  999  children.  During  the  same  period  there 
were  vaccinated  throughout  the  same  area  261  children,  just  over 
26%  of  the  children  born.  During  the  same  period  and  through¬ 
out  the  same  area,  out  of  a  population  of  somewhere  about 
38,000,  only  18  successful  re-vaccinations  have  been  carried  out. 
On  the  strength  of  these  statistics,  and  being  fully  alive  to  the 
danger  of  Small-pox  being  carried  into  the  country  by  so  many 
men  returning  from  service  abroad,  I  have  advised  your  Council 
to  hold  the  Small -pox  Hospital  at  Lightwater  in  readiness  to 
receive  patients.  As  a  result  of  this,  it  is  now  equipped  to  take 
in  six  patients  on  the  shortest  of  notice,  and  a  retaining  fee  is 
paid  to  a  Nursing  Institution  in  Newcastle,  which  gives  your 
Council  the  services  of  a  fully  trained  Nurse  to  take  charge  upon 
demand. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

1.  Inspection  of  Midwives  and  control  of  the  activities  of 
these  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council,  who 
are  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives’  Act  of 
1902  and  1918, 

2.  Maternity  and  child  welfare  work  is  not  undertaken  by 
your  Council,  although  I  think,  as  I  have  recommended  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  that  in  the  absence  of  action  by  the  County 
Council,  on  whose  shoulders  the  responsibility  rests,  the  Rural 
Council  should  establish  centres  in  the  more  populous  areas, 
embracing  such  places  as  Haydon  Bridge,  Corbridge.  and 
Wylam,  and  to  extend  their  support  to  the  voluntary  centre 
already  established  at  Stocksfield.  In  the  care  of  expectant 
mothers  and  young  children  rests  the  welfare  of  the  future  genera¬ 
tion,  and  too  much  cannot  be  done  to  further  their  interest.  To 
shirk  the  responsibility  because  it  does  not  primarily  rest  with 
the  Council  is  a  poor  excuse,  and  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  under  your  control  should  be  of  more  importance 
to  you  than  it  is  ever  likely  to  be  to  a  County  Authority. 

The  Health  Visitors  throughout  the  area  work  under  the 
County  Council,  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 

3.  No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Opththalmia  Neonatorum, 
Polio-myelitis,  or  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  were  notified  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  during  the  year. 

There  was  one  death  from  Measles  between  one  and  two 
months,  and  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough  under  one  year  in 
the  District,  and  one  of  the  latter  transferred  from  without.  The 
full  particulars  of  the  Infant  Mortality  are  set  out  on  Table  4  in 
the  Appendix. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  Staff. — The  Public  Health  Administration  of  the  area 
is  under  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  During  the  first  part  of 
the  year,  up  till  August,  there  was  one  full  time  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  and  one  part  time  ;  from  that  date  both  spent  full 
time  on  sanitary  duties.  The  explanation  of  the  part  time  In¬ 
spector  was  that  Mr  Hindmarsh  was  originally  Food  Control 
Inspector  in  the  District,  and  when  this  work  ceased  he  took  up 
the  full  duties  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  District,  being 
a  large  one,  was  divided  in  two,  the  Tyne  and  South  Tyne  being 
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a  natural  division;  consequently,  Mr  Waugh  was  appointed  for 
the  time  being  Inspector  of  the  Northern  Area,  and  Mr  Hind- 
marsh  of  the  Southern,  and  this  arrangement  has  led  to  much 
more  efficient  sanitary  supervision  of  the  whole  district.  At  the 
same  time  the  Council  provided  a  Ford  car  for  the  use  of  the 
Sanitary  Staff,  and  each  Inspector  with  a  Railway  Ticket  cover¬ 
ing  his  area.  This  has  removed  a  long-felt  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  staff  with  regard  to  travelling  throughout  the  district, 
and  I  am  certain  that  the  result  in  efficiency  and  whole-hearted 
work  has  fully  repaid  the  Council  for  this  expenditure.  The  in¬ 
door,  or  clerical  staff,  consists  of  two  lady  clerks,  whose  time  is 
fully  occupied  in  following  up  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  and 
keeping  the  necessary  records  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  A  glance  at  the  records  of  notices  issued  will  give  one 
an  idea  of  the  large  amount  of  clerical  work  resulting  in  these. 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation. — You  have  at  Edgewell, 
in  the  Prudhoe  Urban  District,  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
of  two  wards  with  six  beds  in  each.  This  hospital,  in  addition 
to  being  unsuitable,  is  totally  inadequate  for  the  Rural  District 
alone,  although  it  also  serves  the  Prudhoe  Urban  Area.  Only 
one  type  of  disease  can  be  treated  at  one  time,  and  this  means 
that  with  separation  of  sexes,  if  Scarlet  Fever  is  under  treatment, 
no  other  disease  can  be  admitted.  This  lack  of  accommodation 
was  particularly  felt  during  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in 
Haydon  Bridge  and  of  Enteric  Fever  at  Corbridge. 

During  the  year  1920,  53  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
treated  in  the  Hospital,  of  which  15  were  from  the  Allendale 
Sub-district  (one  of  these  being  removed  under  a  Justice’s  Order), 
21  from  Bywell,  8  from  Chollerton,  and  9  from  Hexham.  No 
death  resulted  from  these  cases  in  hospital,  and  two  cases 
occurring  in  the  homes  of  patients,  after  discharge  from  hospital, 
might  be  put  down  as  “  return  ”  cases,  although  complete  evi¬ 
dence  of  this  is  lacking.  Even  if  these  cases  be  accepted  as 
“  return  ”  cases  this  can  scarcely  be  wondered  at,  considering  the 
extreme  high  pressure  this  hospital  has  been  working  at,  and 
while  “  return  ”  cases  are  black  marks  against  sanitary  admini¬ 
stration,  the  real  blame,  if  any,  must  be  put  down  to  lack  of 
sufficient  accommodation.  Your  Council  have  had  since  1914 
complete  and  approved  plans  for  a  new  and  up-to-date  hospital, 
but,  unfortunately,  a  site  for  this  cannot  be  obtained.  Land- 
owners  will  not  negotiate  for  a  site  for  an  Infectious  Hospital, 
although  every  attempt  has  been  made  to  come  to  terms  over  a 
large  number  of  prospective  locations.  1  would  again  ask  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  extend  a  helping  hand  in  this  absolutely 
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necessary  sanitary  requirement  to  assist  the  Council  to  acquire, 
if  necessary,  by  compulsion,  a  place  where  a  hospital  can  be 
erected.  There  are  several  densely  populated  villages  in  the 
District,  essentially  urban  in  character,  and,  especially  with  the 
present  state  of  over-crowding  and  housing  conditions,  when  a 
prompt  removal  to  hospital  is  likely  to  prevent  spread  of  infec¬ 
tion,  and  provision  must  be  found  for  more  than  one  type  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  at  one  time,  this  need  is  becoming  more  and 
more  pressing. 

At  Lightwater,  in  Hexhamshire,  you  have  a  Small-pox 
Hospital  with  12  beds,  which,  fortunately,  you  have  not  yet  had 
occasion  to  use.  As  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report,  in  view  of 
the  possibility  of  an  outbreak  of  Small-pox  at  any  time,  six  of 
these  beds  are  now  fully  equipped,  and  a  nurse  is  retained  to  take 
charge  of  the  hospital  at  short  notice.  It  has  been  frequently 
suggested  that  this  hospital  should  be  used  for  other  Infectious 
cases,  but  until  recently  this  was  prevented  under  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  on  which  the  land  is  leased  from  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Council 
applied  to  the  Duke  for  permission  to  use  this  for  general  infec¬ 
tion,  and  this  was  reluctantly  given  as  a  temporary  measure. 
The  next  step  was  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  Small¬ 
pox  cases  elsewhere.  As  this  could  not  be  done,  no  other  Autho¬ 
rity  being  willing  to  undertake  this,  I  advised  the  Council  to 
retain  this  hospital  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally 
intended,  namely,  accommodation  for  Small-pox  cases,  as  I  feel 
very  strongly  that  this  is  sure  to  come  under  the  present  unvac¬ 
cinated  state  of  the  area. 

3.  Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. — The 
following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  Rural  Area  : — 

(1)  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  (1890,  Part 

HI.) 

(2)  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  (1907,  Part 
IV.,  Sections  52-60  and  62  and  63.) 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  (1890.) 

(4)  Order  of  Local  Government  Board  under  Sec¬ 
tions  169  and  170  of  the  Public  Health  Act  (1875),  and 
Sections  29,  30,  and  31  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
Act  (1890),  for  power  to  make  Bye-laws  for  the  control  of 
of  Slaughter-houses  already  existing  in  the  District. 

These  Bye-laws  have  been  approved,  and  came  into  force 
in  the  District  in  September  of  the  year  under  review. 
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On  the  14th  September  the  Council  resolved  that  permis¬ 
sion  to  adopt  other  sections  for  the  1907  Amentment  Act, 
namely  : — 

Part  II.,  Sections  23,  25,  and  27.  Part  III.,  Sections  34, 
35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  49,  65,  and  68. 

The  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  still  awaited  for 
the  adoption  of  the  above  by  the  Council. 

4.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. — Arrange¬ 
ments  are  in  force  between  the  County  Council  and  Durham 
College  of  Medicine,  by  which  Bacteriological  Examinations  are 
made  when  necessary,  free  of  charge.  As  stated  under  the  head¬ 
ing  “  Infectious  Diseases,”  this  is  fully  taken  advantage  of,  211 
examination  having  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  only  chemical  examinations  made  in  the  District 
during  the  year  under  review  have  been  upon  samples  of  water  ; 
of  these  two  have  been  submitted  to  the  Analyst,  in  each  case 
a  Bacteriological  Examination  also  being  made.  No  reports 
have  been  received  from  the  Public  Analyst. 
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HOUSING. 

The  area  of  the  Hexham  Rural  District  is  a  very  large  one, 
comprising  196,809  acres,  made  up  of  58  parishes.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  recommend  that  the  following  particulars  be 
given  by  parishes.  This,  I  regret,  I  am  unable  to  carry  out 
literally,  as  in  the  first  case  inspections  were  not  carried  out  by 
parishes,  and  in  the  second,  records  were  not  kept  by  parishes. 
The  chief  point,  as  regards  Housing  in  the  district,  has  been  up 
to  the  present,  to  get  the  houses  made  and  kept  fit,  and  to  keep 
as  simple  a  form  of  records  as  is  compatible  with  this  object. 
The  fact  as  to  whether  these  records  are  by  parishes  or  other¬ 
wise  will  not  affect  the  conditions  under  which  the  occupiers  have 
to  live,  and  this  I  hold  should  be  the  first  consideration.  The 
table  at  the  end  of  this  report  gives  statistics  as  far  as  possible 
by  parishes.  As  the  conditions  are  more  or  less  similar  all  over 
the  district,  I  propose  to  deal  with  the  general  conditions  as  a 
whole. 

I.— GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE 
DISTRICT 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  Houses  :  The  total  number  of  houses 

in  the  district  is  5,366. 

Houses  for  working  classes  total  3,532. 

The  number  erected  during  the  year  is  11. 

The  number  under  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year 
is  15. 

(b)  Population  :  The  estimated  population  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  21,475.  Apart  from 
the  return  from  Military  Service  of  a  certain  number 
of  men,  there  has  been  no  marked  variation  of  the 
population  during  the  year,  nor  is  it  anticipated  that 
there  will  be  in  the  immediate  future,  except  what 
may  accrue  from  depression  of  trade,  closure  of 
works,  pits,  etc. 

(2)  (a)  Extent  of  Shortage  or  Excess  of  Houses  : 

Along  the  Ffiver  Valley  and  Railways,  there  is  short¬ 
age  of  houses,  but  in  certain  parts  of  the  outlying 
areas  empty  houses  are  to  be  found,  but  these  are 
not  in  places  where  houses  are  likely  to  be  required. 

There  are  throughout  the  district  313  houses  con¬ 
taining  more  than  two  occupants  per  room,  but  in 
some  cases  this  does  not  amount  to  statutory  over- 
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crowding,  in  the  sense  of  cubic  air  space  per 
occupier. 


(b)  Measures  Taken,  or  Contemplated,  to  Meet 
Shortage  :  The  Council  have  a  scheme  to  provide 
in  the  district  223  houses. 


These  are  distributed  as  follows 


District. 

1.  Acomb  ... 

2.  Allendale 

3.  Broomhaugh 

4.  Riding 

5.  Broomley 

6.  Chollerton 

7.  Barrasford 

8.  Corbridge 

9.  Haydon... 


10.  ,,  Langley...  ...  ...  8 

11.  Horsley  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

12.  Humshaugh  ...  ...  ...  5 

13.  Newbrough  ...  ...  ...  8 

14.  Newton  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

15.  Ovingham  ...  ...  ...  8 

16.  Ovington  ...  ...  ...  14 

17.  Slaley  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

18.  Wall  .  2 

19.  Fourstones  ...  ...  ...  6 

20.  Hardhaugh  ...  ...  ...  6 

21.  Whittonstall  ...  ...  ...  4 

22.  Wylam . 38 

23.  Cocklaw...  ...  ...  ...  6 


No 


of  Houses. 

30 

10 

8 

10 

6 

16 

22 
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Of  these  23  schemes,  seven  are  supposed  to  be  the  first 
year’s  programme,  viz.,  Acomb,  Corbridge,  Haydon,  Ovingham, 
Ovington,  Fourstones,  and  Wylam.  For  these  seven,  sites  have 
been  purchased  for  Acomb,  Fourstones,  and  Corbridge,  and  work 
at  the  last-named  is  about  to  commence  shortly. 

A  great  deal  of  delay  has  been  encountered  in  acquiring 
sites,  as  in  nearly  every  instance  objection  of  one  kind  or 
another  has  been  experienced,  and  the  delay  has  not,  in  all 
fairness,  been  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 
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11— OVERCROWDING  : 

(1)  Extent. — See  reply  to  I.  (2)  (a). 

(2)  Causes. — ^There  are  no  causes  of  overcrowding  peculiar 

to  this  district,  as  compared  with  other  Rural  areas. 
A  certain  number  of  cottages  in  the  popular  parts  of 
the  area,  such  as  Allendale  and  its  surroundings, 
Corbridge,  Haydon  Bridge,  Stocksfield,  and  Wylam, 
are  let  to  summer  visitors,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
regular  inhabitant  of  the  district.  The  number  of 
these  amounts  to  in  all  about  60  houses,  and  if  these 
could  be  secured  for  the  regular  population,  it  would 
help  materially  to  reduce  overcrowding  in  certain 
cases. 

In  any  case,  as  is  a  recognised  fact,  the  average 
yearly  number  of  houses  was  not  built  during  the 
war,  and  this  has  resulted  in  an  addition  to  the 
overcrowded  condition  of  the  area.  The  average 
number  of  houses  built  before  the  war  was  18'8  per 
annum,  and  during  the  five  years  Jan.  1st,  1915 — 
Dec.  31st,  1919,  only  53  were  built,  instead  of  the 
94  that  would  normally  have  been  built. 

(3)  Measures  Taken  or  Contemplated  to  Deal 

WITH  Overcrowding. — The  only  solution  to 
remedy  overcrowding  at  present  is  to  push  on  with 
new  houses,  whether  by  public  bodies  or  by  private 
builders.  The  measures  taken  by  the  Council  are 
detailed  under  para.  I.  (2)  (b). 

(4)  Though  a  certain  amount  of  overcrowding  exists,  only 

where  this  was  caused  by  taking  in  lodgers,  could 
one  be  justified  in  taking  official  action,  and  serve 
notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  This  was  done 
in  4  cases,  and  in  each  the  condition  was  remedied. 

III.— FITNESS  OF  HOUSES: 

(1)  (a)  General  Standard  of  Housing  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict. — On  the  whole  the  general  standard  is  fairly 
good,  considering  that  the  prevailing  type  is  the  old- 
fashioned  country  house.  Most,  however,  belong  to 
private  owners,  very  few  being  “  tied  ”  houses. 

(b)  General  Character  of  Defects  Found  to 
Exist  in  Unfit  Houses. — The  actually  unfit 
houses  are  few.  The  character  of  defects  found  are 
chiefly  dampness  in  walls,  dilapidated  walls  and 
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roofs,  defective  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  lack  of 
drainage  and  water  supply. 

(c)  How  Far  Defects  are  Due  to  the  Lack 
OF  Proper  Management  and  Supervision  by 
Ownf:rs. — This  accounts  for  by  far  the  larger  num¬ 
ber  of  the  existing  defects,  as  owners  are  very  chary 
in  carrying  out  extensive  repairs  at  the  present  time, 
owing  to  the  enhanced  costs,  and  prefer  to  patch  up 
or  in  most  cases  leave  matters  alone. 

(2)  General  Action  Taken  as  Regards  UNFIT 

Houses  under — 

(a)  Public  Health  Act.  There  were  1,057  Informal 
Notices  served,  and  17  Statutory  and  2  Final 
Notices,  resulting  in  the  work  being  done  in  7  cases, 
and  under  way  in  4  more. 

(b)  Housing  Acts.  Informal  Notices,  amounting  to 
1,139,  were  issued  during  the  year,  and  11  Statutory 
Notices,  resulting  in  work  being  done  in  2  of  these, 
and  P'inal  Notices  were  issued  for  the  remaining  9 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  Total  Notices,  Formal  and 
Informal,  work  has  been  completed  in  275  cases,  and 

.  in  a  large  number  of  others,  orders  have  been  given 
for  the  work  to  be  done,  but  delayed  for  lack  of 
labour  or  material. 

Representation  for  Closing  Orders  were  made  in 
11  cases,  and  in  all  14  Closing  Orders  have  been 
granted  by  your  Authority,  and  one  house  closed 
voluntarily  by  the  owner.  Three  of  these  Closing 
Orders  were  the  result  of  Representation  made  in 
1919.  These  houses  closed  were  at  Haydon,  10; 
Whittonstall,  1  ;  Proomley,  2  ;  and  West  Allen,  1. 
The  voluntary  closure  was  at  a  house  near  New- 
brough. 

(3)  Difficulties  in  Remedying  Unfitness,  Special 

Measures  Taken,  and  any  Suggestions  in  the 
Matter. — The  only  difficulty  is  the  question  of 
getting  accommodation  for  the  occupiers  of  these 
houses.  Closing  Orders  are  made  by  the  Council, 
and  held  up  till  such  time  as  these  houses  can  be 
vacated. 

(4)  Conditions,  so  far  as  they  Affect  Housing,  as 

REGARDS  Water  Supply,  Closet  Accommoda- 
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TioN,  AND  Refuse  Disposal,  together  with 
Measures  Taken  During  the  Year  in  these 
Matters. — The  subject  has  been  dealt  with  in  the 
text  of  the  report.  Repeated  reports  have  been  made 
by  the  Inspectors  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs  in  this  respect,  and  is  fully  dealt  with 
elsewhere.  The  endeavour  of  the  Council  at 
present  is  to  acquire  refuse  tips  wherever  possible, 
and  as  Bye-laws  under  Sec.  44  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  are  contemplated,  to  give  a  trial  to  the  volun¬ 
tary  collection.  Failing  this,  a  complete  system  of 
scavenging  will  be  required. 

IV. — UNHEALTHY  AREAS; 

This  does  not  apply  to  a  Rural  Area. 

V. — BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES,  TO 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS,  AND  TO 
TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  Etc.  : 

(1)  As  TO  Working  of  Existing  Bye-laws. — Satis¬ 

factory. 

(2)  As  TO  Need  for  New  Bye-laws,  or  Revision 

OF  Existing  Bye-laws. — The  only  bye-laws 
contained  in  the  above  are  the  Bye-laws  for  New 
Streets  and  Buildings.  I  would  suggest  that  further 
control  is  required  over  wooden  huts,  etc.,  that  are 
being  erected  in  various  parts  of  the  district  as 
week-end  resorts,  etc.  These  are  mostly  built  on 
piles,  etc.,  and  are  apt  to  evade  control  under  the 
existing  bye-laws. 

VI. — GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  : 

Working  of  Sec.  29  of  Housing  Act,  1919. — 
The  large  house-owners  have  carried  out  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Section  of  the  Act,  but  most  of  the 
owners  on  a  smaller  scale  have  failed  to  do  so. 
Printed  slips,  pointing  out  the  requirements,  are  sent 
out  with  notices  and  correspondence  as  opportunity 
offers,  and  gradually  it  is  being  observed  throughout 
the  district.  A  common  belief  is  that  this  section 
only  applies  to  new  tenancies. 

On  the  whole,  work  under  the  Housing  Acts  pro¬ 
gresses  in  the  district,  though  the  proportion  is  small. 
Men  and  material  cannot  be  procured,  hence  the 
number  of  cases  of  “  work  done  ”  is  less  than  could 
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have  been  hoped  for.  In  many  cases,  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  your  staff,  orders  have  been  given  by  owners 
to  contractors,  for  work  to  be  carried  out,  over  a 
year  ago,  and  even  yet  work  has  not  been  com¬ 
menced. 


VII.— APPENDICES  : 

(a)  Housing  Condition  of  Whole  District. — 

Statistics  for  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1920  : — 


1.— GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population 

21.475 

(2)  General  death-rate 

12  6 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 

•79 

(4)  Infantile  mortality 

64-4 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

5,366 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses 

3,532 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

11 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES, 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing! 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and - 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

II.  — Remedy  of  Delects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  or  their  officers 


4,320 


15 

1 J75 


275 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  2S  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  11  j 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit — 

(aj  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  in¬ 
tention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Particulars  of  HOUSING  by  Parishes,  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1920. 
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1  Acomb 

1035 

222 

154 

22 

5 

273 

6 

7 

2  Allendale 

2030 

701 

431 

23 

2 

377 

22 

13 

104 

20 

7 

2 

30 

3 

2 

60 

12 

11 

16 

+ 

82 

16 

9 

9 

* 

15 

4 

1 

8  Broomhaugh 

275 

58 

36 

3 

1 

1 

70 

7 

13 

9  Broomley 

1547 

391 

294 

23 

6 

4 

4 

310 

2 

16 

156 

2 

2 

180 

34 

26 

IJ  Chollerton  ... 

1126 

265 

193 

12 

1 

254 

11 

104 

80 

17 

11 

169 

36 

27 

41 

6 

22 

14  Corbridge 

2143 

532 

413 

16 

1 

387 

25 

176 

15  Dilston 

235 

58 

36 

3 

32 

9 

1 

12a 

26 

18 

28 

5 

10 

34 

5 

4 

19  Hallington  ... 

90 

20 

11 

1 

12 

3 

28 

54 

7 

5 

10 

* 

106 

21 

14 

22  Haydon 

2179 

554 

286 

52 

6 

320 

10 

20 

623 

10 

10 

95 

16 

14 

1 

14 

6 

7 

24  Hedley 

311 

57 

38 

9 

1 

112 

12 

19 

25  Hexham  High  Quarter... 

12c 

35 

14 

3 

, 

26  Hexham  Low  Quarter  ... 

315 

83 

49 

1 

30 

9 

* 

u 

180 

42 

14 

1 

28 

7 

28 

t-H 

28  Hexham  West  Quarter 

208 

39 

25 

1 

z 

14 

9 

67 

z 

Z 

z 

Z 

29  High  Fotherley 

51 

13 

8 

6 

30  Horsley 

407 

85 

66 

12 

3 

1 

80 

3 

* 

31  Humshaugh 

467 

110 

80 

10 

2 

128 

7 

35 

32  Nafferton 

50 

7 

7 

7 

17 

33  Newbrough  ... 

735 

182 

151 

17 

214 

1 

9 

208 

1 

34  Newlands 

116 

24 

18 

34 

12 

35  Newton 

121 

28 

17 

4 

1 

26 

16 

36  Newton  Hall 

130 

30 

26 

10 

37  Ovingham 

385 

92 

79 

13 

138 

9 

46 

38  Ovington 

510 

110 

93 

20 

6 

181 

6 

• 

39  Portgate 

56 

17 

12 

12 

20 

40  Riding 

236 

60 

32 

1 

1 

84 

10 

21 

41  Sandhoe 

380 

99 

69 

60 

3 

1 

42  Shotley  High  Quarter 

235 

65 

37 

52 

7 

20 

43  Shotley  Low  Quarter 

465 

110 

54 

48 

g 

209 

44  Simonburn  . 

330 

84 

64 

3 

1 

44 

5 

29 

45  Slaley 

357 

105 

53 

6 

114 

11 

46  Spittle 

6 

1 

47  Stalling 

56 

12 

9 

48  Sty ford 

85 

17 

10 

49  Thornbrough 

54 

14 

11 

50  Wall 

367 

85 

59 

4 

1 

162 

5 

22 

51  Warden 

835 

183 

156 

26 

1 

2 

4 

214 

7 

151 

52  Welton 

47 

12 

9 

12 

23 

53  West  Allen  ... 

416 

136 

89 

46 

1 

5 

* 

1 

1 

54  Whittington,  Great 

196 

51 

30 

6 

51 

4 

* 

55  Whittington,  Little 

11 

2 

1 

56  Whittle 

25 

5 

3 

57  Whittonstall 

164 

40 

32 

69 

1 

86 

1 

1 

58  Wylam 

1245 

312 

154 

29 

4 

2 

213 

7 

92 

TOTALS 

21475 

5366 

3532 

313 

41 

11 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

4320 

15 

275 

2196 

Nil 

1 

14 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

*  Denotes  Reinspections  for  Notices  served  in  1919 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de¬ 
fects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  17* 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de¬ 

fects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 


view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  15  t 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 


3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a).  Part  L,  or  (6),  Part  11. ,  of  the 
Act  of  1890 

(1)  Name  of  area 

(2)  Acreage  ... 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 

4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye¬ 
laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section  25  of 

the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1919  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of  each 
officer  ; — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Inspection,  Supervision,  etc. 

Two  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  :  Each  inspects  his  own  district, 
making  reports  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Part  of  time  of  two  clerks  for  indoor  clerical  work,  keeping  records 
and  writing  out  notices,  etc. 

t  9  Final  Notices  issued  at  end  of  year. 

*  2  Final  Notices  issued  during  year  and  work  e.xecuted. 

I  3  Representations  made  at  end  of  1919. 


(b)  Housing  Statistics  by  Parishes. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 


The  year  just  completed  has  presented  many  problems  from 
the  Sanitary  point  of  view.  As  a  result  of  the  war,  prices  have 
been  high  for  materials  required  to  carry  out  any  schemes  of 
improvement,  hence  there  has  been  great  hesitation  in  launching 
forth  on  any  scheme  of  expenditure.  The  ratepayers  burden  is 
heavy,  heavier  than  has  been  known  in  the  present  generation, 
and  cannot  bear  much  increase. 

In  the  text  of  the  report  1  have  the  honour  to  place  before 
you,  many  schemes  have  been  suggested,  and  in  many  cases 
recommended,  but  I  beg  to  make  it  clear  that  these  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  from  the  Sanitarian  point  of  view.  As  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I  have  no  claim  nor  aspiration  to  be  a 
Financial  Expert  or  Adviser,  and  must  leave  the  decision  as  to 
ways  and  means  to  those  who  have.  One  thing  I  do  plead  for, 
and  that  is,  that  where  ways  and  means  are  available,  the  re¬ 
quired  improvents  be  carried  out.  When  all  is  said  and  done, 
it  is  a  question  of  ways  and  means  versus  human  health — and 
even  life, — and  the  decision  you  come  to  in  your  deliberations  is 
a  measure  of  the  pecuniary  value  you  place  upon  them.  It  is 
but  my  duty  to  place  these  matters  before  you  in  an  impartial 
light,  and  having  done  so,  the  responsibility  of  deciding  if,  or 
when,  they  be  carried  into  effect  is  yours.  Did  I  withhold  these 
particulars,  I  should  be  remiss  in  my  duty  to  the  Council 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rural  District. 

As  pointed  out  last  year,  the  chief  need  of  your  area  is 
efficient  drainage  and  scavenging — the  latter  either  voluntary  or 
official,  so  long  as  it  is  efficient.  The  next  urgent  need  is  for 
fresh  and  additional  Hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious 
Diseases.  All  steps  are,  I  know,  being  taken  to  overcome  the 
difficulties,  but  no  assistance  has  been  forthcoming.  We  can 
never  cope  with  Infection  under  existing  conditions. 

I  again  beg  to  thank  you  all,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  the 
assistance  you  have  given  me  in  the  course  of  my  work  amongst 
you,  and  I  value  the  confidence  that  you  exhibit.  I  trust  that 
this  may  always  continue.  We  are  passing  through  troublous 
times — even  more  so  than  last  year,  and  we  can  only  emerge 
successfully  by  whole-hearted  co-operation.  As  before,  my  aim 
is  that  your  district  may  be  an  example  to  others,  and  not  fol¬ 
low  where  others  lead. 
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I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  also  to  my  able  lieutenants, 
Mr.  Waugh  and  Mr.  Hindmarsh,  for  their  valuable  assistance 
and  support  throughout  the  year. 

In  addition,  I  must  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  your 
Clerk  and  my  esteemed  colleague,  Mr.  Nicholson,  and  his  able 
assistant,  Mr.  Hamilton,  from  both  of  whom  I  have  at  all  times 
received  sound  counsel  and  wholesome  advice. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  STEEDMAN. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1920  and  Previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District,  196.809  Acres.  Total  population  at  all  ages . 21,890, 

No  of  Jnliabited  Houses .  4.972 

Average  of  persons  per  house .  4  4. 


Table  No.  2.— Gases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1920. 
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Contracted  abroad 


Table  No.  3. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1920. 


Analysis  of  Nett  deaths 

according  to  age. 

U  '  • 

DC-—' 

^1  -  2X 

t/5  cfl  C  — 

Causes  of  Death. 

Under  i. 

1 

1 

I  and 

under  2 

2  and 

under  5 

5  and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

-  to 

rt  oj 
10^2 
« § 

45  and 

under  65 

1  65  and 

upw'rds 

All  Ages. 

Total  (leatl 

of  resideni 

residents 
ions  in  thf 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

Smallpox 

Measles 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

I 

Influenza 

,  , 

.  . 

I 

2 

I 

4 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

5 

9 

2 

16 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

, 

.  . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .  . 

2 

I 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

4 

8 

12 

Rheumatic  Fever 

I 

.  . 

2 

3 

Meningitis 

I 

I 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

i 

I 

6 

12 

29 

49 

Bronchitis 

2 

I 

2 

14 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

.  , 

,  , 

I 

I 

3 

10 

2 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

.  . 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

.  . 

I 

3 

2 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnancy  &  Parturition  . . 
Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Pre- 

18 

mature  Birth 

i8 

Violent  deaths  excluding  suicide 

.  . 

I 

I 

.  . 

I 

I 

4 

Suicides 

I 

3 

4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

6 

2 

3 

3 

9 

19 

35 

77 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3' 

31 

TOTALS 

31 

4 

1 

7 

12 

33 

59 

125 

272 

Nil. 

Table  No.  4-. 


Infant  Mortality  During  1920. 

Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  i  year  of  age. 


c/)  u 

(U 

cn 

t/j 

o 

(/) 

<D 

0)  • 

^  c 

G 

c 

cn 

C 

'£ 

c 

JG  rt 

•u 

Causes  of  Death 

u 

(D 

■5 

p 

CJ 

S' 

S  o 
73  E 

O 

E 

o 

E 

o 

E 

E 

0) 

rn 

rt- 

o 

on 

kO 

o\ 

c 

p 

i—t 

C'J 

on 

H 

on 

kO 

H  G 

Smallpox 

Chicken-pox  - 
Measles 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases- 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions  - 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Laryngitis 

... 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diarrhcea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

Syphilis  .  -  - 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations  - 

2 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

Atroohy,  Debility,  and 

7 

2 

9 

9 

Marasmus 

5 

.  •  . 

. . . 

5 

1 

C 

Other  causes  - 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

3 

(Certified. 

15 

3 

2 

20 

4 

5 

2 

31 

All  causes 

... 

GRAND  TOTALS 

15 

3 

2 

... 

20 

4 

5 

2 

31 

1.  —Factory  and  Workshops  Table, 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories... 

71 

9 

... 

Workshops 

162 

12 

... 

Workplaces  . 

67 

... 

... 

Total 

300 

21 

... 

2.— Defects  Found  in  Factories,  &c. 


Particulars. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  by 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Limewashing)  ... 

18 

18 

.••• 

Other  Nuisances  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Sanitary  accommodation —  unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

Work  in 

hand... 

Total  . 

20 

18 

... 

... 

3.— Home  Work. 


None  of  the  work  mentioned  is  carried  on  as  home  work  in  the  District. 


4.— Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

No. 

(2) 

Plumbers 

3 

CX  (A 

o  a 

Bottling  Stores 

1 

^  o 

(A  jC 

Dressmakers 

3 

.X  ^  JJ 

Joiners  ... 

22 

2  _c 

^  XI 

Saddlers... 

3 

CL  <D 
°  2  rt 

Tailors  ... 

16 

Blacksmiths 

21 

S  «  s 

y  Motor  and  Cycle  Repairers 

12 

si  ^ 

Shoemakers 

7 

rt  g  :3 

73  ^  c 

Painters  ... 

4 

Bakeries... 

9 

Laundries 

4 

So  rt 

Milliners 

2 

^  (A  C 

E 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

107 

5.— Other  Matters. 


Class 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notiSed  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  123, 

1901) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  f 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

2 

under  the  Public  Healths  Acts,  but  s 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Work-  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent 

shop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901)  V  to  H.M.  Inspector 

2 

Other 

•  •  • 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

... 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

ETC. 

SCHEDULE  OF  FORMS. 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  INQUIRY. 


Date  of  Inquiry 

Name  of  Patient  Age 

No.  of  Cases  Address 

Disease 

No.  in  household  above  12  years 
No.  of  Dwelling  Rooms 
What  doing  to  prevent  spread  ? 

Patient’s  Occupation 
Other  Resident’s  Occupation 
Name  of  Parent  or  Cuardian 
Other  eases  of  disease  in  family  or  neighbours 
Suspected  source  of  infection 
Any  person  from  infected  family  visited  house 
Milk  from 

Children  attend  School  at 

Sunday  School 

Laundress 

Any  clothes  bought  or  made  up  within  fortnight 
Name  and  Address 

Any  Business  in  House  ^ 

Overcrowded  Ventilation  of  house  and  rooms 

Open*"^^  Ashpit  distance  Willing  to  go  to' Hospital,  if  necessary 

Foul  Asheloset,  Privy,  or  W.C.  Ventilated 

Yard  paved  or  cemented  Drainage  to  back  or  front 

In  stone  or  glazed  pipes  Improperly  trapped 

Water  from 

Direct  from  main  or  cistern 
Any  animals  kept 
Complaint  of  bad  smell 


Date  of  first  feeling  Illness 
Under 

Sick  Room  Isolated 

at 

at 


Name  of  Inspector 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Form  A. 


Notice  putting  Infected  Public  Health  Department, 

Place  into  Quarantine.  Town  Hall  Buildings. 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham, 

To .  . 192 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  Infectious  Disease  in  your  House^  your 

premises  are  regarded  as  “  infected.”  All  persons  residing  therein  must 
refrain  from  attending  school,  picture-house,  church,  sunday-school, 
shops,  or  any  other  place  where  there  may  be  gatherings  of  people.  No 
visitors  are  to  be  permitted  inside  the  house,  or  persons  resident  there¬ 
in  to  visit  any  other  house,  or  handle  any  milk,  food,  or  utensils  intend¬ 
ed  for  use  or  consumption  outside  the  house. 

Due  notice  will  be  given  when  these  restrictions  are  removed. 
Until  such  time  quarantine  must  be  observed. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  Sect.  126  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  1875,  which  imposes  a  penalty  of  £5 
for  exposure  of  an  infected  person  or  things,  and  the  public  are  hereby  warned  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Hexham  Rural  District  Council  to  see  that  these  Regulations  are  strictly 
adhered  to. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  Form  B. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham, 

To .  . 192 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 — Public  Health  Aets  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

If  no  fresh  eases  of  infectious  disease  occur  in  your  vicinity  since  last 
notice,  you  may  consider  all  restrictions  removed  from  and  including 

Please  note  that  quarantine  must  be  observed  till  that  date. 

The  patient  (if  of  school  age)  may  return  to  School  on  . 

Other  children  of  school  age,  residing  in  the  house,  may  return  to 
School  on . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Confidential 


Form  C. 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham, 

To  Schoolmaster,  . 19 

. School. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that . of . 

. .  attending  your  school  is  suffering  from . 

and  1  request  that  you  observe  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  the  exclusion  of  members  of  this  family,  and  also  to 
report  to  me  any  suspicious  cases  of  contacts,  etc. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  STEEDMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Confidential. 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  Form  D. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham, 

To  Schoolmaster,  . 19 

. School. 


Dear  Sir, 

With  reference  to  previous  note  (Form  C.)  sent  you  with  regard  to 

. of . .  1  have 

to  inform  you  that  the  house  referred  to  is  now  clear  of  infection,  and 

children  may  safely  attend  school  from . 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  STEEDMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Form  E. 


To  Dr 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street.  Hexham. 


I  beg  to  inform  you  that . of . 

notified  by  you  as  suffering  from . .  is  being  removed 

to  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  on  .  . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Hexham  Rural  District  Council, 
Town  Hall,  Hexham. 


Form  F. 


19 


1  hereby  certify  that  the  Patient . of 

.  is  now  clear  of  infection,  and  that  the  house 

requires  disinfection  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

•  does  not  require  '  ‘  ^ 

Signature  of  Medical  Attendant  . 


This  form,  when  completed ,  to  be  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
at  above  address 

*  Strike  out  one  which  does  not  apply. 


Form  G. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham. 

.  having  been  discharged  from  hospital 

on  . 192...,  must  not  attend  school,  Sunday  school, 

or  any  other  public  gathering  till . 192... 


To 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Conjidcntial 


Form  H. 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham, 


To  Superintendent,  . 18 

. Sunday  School 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that . of . 


. ,  attending  your  Sunday  School  is  suffering  from  an 

infectious  disease,  and  1  request  that  you  will  co-operate  with  me  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection  by  excluding  all  members  of  the 
household  till  further  notice,  which  will  be  sent  you  later. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Confident iixl  Form  I. 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham, 

To  Superintendent,  . 19 

. Sunday  School. 

Dear  Sir, 

With  reference  to  previous  note  (Form  H.)  sent  you  with  regard  to 

. of . .  I  have  to 

inform  you  that  the  house  referred  to  is  now  clear  of  infection,  and 

children  may  safely  attend  Sunday  School  from  . 

Yours  faithfully. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall  Buildings, 

Beaumont  Street,  Hexham. 

Milk,  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. 

Madam, 

With  reference  to  your  application  under  the  above  Order,  you 
might  please  furnish  me  with  the  following  particulars  : — 

1.  Are  you  a  nursing,  or  an  expectant  mother  ?  . 

2.  How  many  children  have  you — Total  Number  . 

Under  18  months  . 

Under  5  years  . 

3.  How  many  wage  earners  are  there  in  the  house  ?  . 

4.  Where  are  they  employed  ?  . 

5.  What  is  the  total  weekly  money  coming  in  ?  . 

6.  How  much  milk  are  you  getting  at  present  ?  . 

7.  Name  and  address  of  person  who  supplies  you . 

8.  Can  he  supply  you  with  a  further  qauntity  if  your  ( 

application  is  granted?  ...  ...  ..  J  . 

9.  If  not,  from  whom  do  you  propose  to  obtain  it  ?  . 

(Give  name  and  address) 

10.  What  rent  do  you  pay  for  house  ?  . 

11.  Are  you  supplied  with  free  (a)  Milk  .  How  much . 

(b)  Coal . 

(c)  Vegetables .  ,,  . 

(d)  Other  articles  . 


Your  Name  and  Address 


JOHN  STEEDMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


No.  A. 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Counterfoil. 

Consumef . 

Address . 

.  Supplied  on  account  of 

Nursing,  Expectant  Mother  ...  . pints 

.  Children  under  18  months  .  „ 

.  Children  under  five  years  .  „ 

Total  -  pints 

Dealer  . 

Address . 

From . 192 

To  . 192 

Application  No . 

Date . 


Date  192 


No.  B. 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall  Buildings,  Hexham. 


Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

To . 

Address . 

You  are  entitled  to  obtain 

From  . 

Address . 


M  ILK  to  the  amount  of . Pints  daily,  from . 

. 192  ,  till  .  192  ,  the 

whole  I 

I  cost  being  paid  by  the  above  Council  under  the 


above  Order. 

If  at  the  expiry  of  above  period  a  further  supply  is  re¬ 
quired,  fresh  application  must  be  made  to  above  address, 
quoting  number  at  top  right  hand  corner. 

If  for  any  reason  the  above  supply  is  not  obtainable,  or 
supplied,  coniinunicate  at  once  u'ith  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  at  above  address,  cjuoting  number. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healthi 
192 

[To  be  retained  by  consumer]. 


Date 


No. 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


C. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall  Buildings,  Hexham. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 


To . 

Address 


You  ARE  Hereby  Authorised  by  above  Council  to  supply 

To . 

Address . 


Pints  of  Milk  daily  charging 


whole 


cost  to  above 


Council  on  attached  Form  D. 


From . 192 

To  . 192 


(both  dates  inclusive). 


Date 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
192 

[To  be  retained  by  retailer] . 


No.  D. 

HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

ABOVE  COUNCIL 

Dr.  to . 

Address . 

MILK  SUPPLIED  UNDER  ABOVE  ORDER 

To . 

Address . 

From . 192 

To  . 192 

(both  days  inclusive). 

. Pints  daily  at .  per  pint  : 

Amount  -  £  :  : 

Signature  of  Milk  Retailer . 

Date . 192 

To  be  sent  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Public  Health  De¬ 
partment,  Town  Hall  Buildings,  Hexham,  filled  up  on 
completion  of  period,  and  not  later  than  . 


HEXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS. 


No. 


Situation 


Rent 


Occupier — 

Ad. 

Under 

12 

Lodg’s 

Owner — 1 

Agent —  j 

M  • 

Address — 

F 

Rooms — G. 

1.  In  House 

"  1 .  Good 

Water : 

• 

1. 

Tap — 

2.  In  Yard 

Well- 

2.  Bad 

2. 

,  3.  On  road, 

,  3.  Doubtful 

distance 

Closet — W.C.  Drainage 

— Sewer 

Light 

Vent 

E.C. 

Cesspit 

P. 

. 

Other 

Wall 

Clean 

Open 

K 

Roof 

Covered 

Damp 

Ashpit — - 

Br.  which 

Floor 

Delap. 

Cause 

( 

Overflowing 

(  Where 

Paving 

Soil  Abutting 

i  Depth 

Overcrowded  ? 

Room  Unfit,  Sec.  17 

Any  other  Defects 

Notices 

Closinu  Order 

'  Voluntary 

1  Closure 

i  Work  done 

1  after  Volun. 
i  Closure 

In¬ 

formal 

Work 

clone 

Statu¬ 

tory 

Work 

clone 

App- 

for 

Granted 

En¬ 

forced 

Deter- 

ruinccl 

Date  of  Inspection  Initials  of  Inspector 

Remarks  and  Re-inspections  over. 


r 


